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CANN 0 1 en you chat PR e 
115 performance is a pattern of pure language and 
connectneſs; nor dare T recommend it as a perfect 
model of an accurate fiyle ; but I dare venture to 
ſay, that it contains the honeſt ſentiments of my 
heart 3 and what is more, that theſe ſentiments are 
drawn from a ſerious attention to the infallible 
records of truth, by which alone we can come to 


the knowledge of falvation, 


However, I cannot with fome n hide my- 2 
ſelf from” public critical cenſure, by intimating to 


them that theſe are my rough thoughts, and that 


if I had thought proper to condefcend fo far as 
to pleaſe the critic, I could have done it: but on 
the contrary, I freely declare, that I have written 
as pure and correct as I can. Not indeed, with a + 
direC. view of pleaſing them; ſuppofiog I were able. 
(which I cannot allow myſelf the vanity to think - 
ſo) but becauſe [ think, it is the duty of every one 
75 takes upon him to inform the public, to do 

it in as correct and jiotelligible a manner as he can; 
but more eſpecially on fubje&s drawn from reve- 


lation, which are of the utmoſt importance, It 


is true, I have endeavoured not to offend the deli. _ 


cate ears nor penetrating eyes of the critic know- 


ingly z and therefore, if through the infpetion'of 4 
thcir ſuperior judgment, any thing be found in- 
correck, I hope, this open conkelllon to them, will 1 


enitle me to a [mall portion of their mercy. 


As ta the doctrines treated of is the ſubſequent 
pages, T cannot help thinking, but the above gen- 


temen will deem them the effects of x. mad and 


rereried brain; while the Phariſce and mere no- Al 
minaliſt, will eſtimate them at the rate of danger». 3 
ons and n Yer, Horn: 1 expect all _ 
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emen after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
t noble are called. But God hath choſen the 0 


] God hath choſen the weak things of the world, 


os Ki chat no fleſh ſhould glory ic bis preſence“.“ 
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others of the like import, which might be cited, 


- in your own mind, for ſuch a one as ine writing 
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racter, is given us by himſelf, in the paſſage cov 


15 e proper to chuſe at any time, the rich, 
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. fad ne ſomething more) Tam not alto. 
= without hopes, but ſome few ofthe weak and 
* baſer ſort, will eſteem them the wordt of /oberne/; 
and truth.” For remember, that, Not many wiſe 


things of the world, to confound the wiſe; and 


to confound the mighty; and J, things of the 
et world, and things deſpiſed, hath God cboſen; 


If this paflage be duly conſidered, with ſome 
am apprehenſive they will lead you to apologize 


on a ſubject; which of all others, appears to me, 
the moſt needful to know: ſeeing, that the all-wil: 
Sovereign, and ſupreme Jehovah, hath not at al! 
times vuled thoſe inſtruments; of public benefit and Wy, 
_ information, which we naturally conceive are the Win 
moſt eligible.— Such as the rich, learned, wii:, MW: 


- and reverend of this world. And the reaſon why WM tic 


he hath in general choſen men of a contrary cha- 


- quoted, namely, © That no fleſh ſhould glory in 
n preſence,” but that all the honour, power, 
and glory, might be aſcribed to him alone; and, 
that the truth might be demouſtrated to be of God, 
and not of the earn, learning, and Excellency 
of „in, 

1 do not, nor want not, to deny, that God ever 


learned, wile, and reverend of this world, for 
public good, and the vindication of his truth: 
there are inftances of this allo. Paul, was onc off 
theſe ſent; but we find, what the effects of his 


eee to Christ ae he . he counted all 
| 1 oP! N 1 76 things | 


1 


* — —— 


— 


95" the FOE 


0 ming but lots, for the excellency of the know- 


ic fuch'a caſe as this, the Lord ſtill maintains and 
'c Wl manifefls his own power, by his own truth, in ſo. 
y Wl cf:tually working by it in the heart of ſuch a one 
„ Paul, as to lead him to chuſe the loſe of thoſe - 
d things, which formerly conſtituted his happineſs, 
0, Wh and willingly to bear the oppoſite character in the 
1c eyes of the world, and to be daily loaded with the 
i; WM epithets of a mean, fooliſh, illiterate, diſnooour- 
able, and baſe man. Theſe are indeed, very try- 
ne WM ing names to one, who before had valued himſelf 
d, ¶ on account of his wiſdom: and learning, &cc. This. 
2c Wl comes to the ſame thing which was mentioned be- 
ng WM fore, (ie, That no fleſhi thould glory in the 
ic, preſence of the Lord. For if the learned diſciple 


ad vouderful, his old religion, is which he excelled 
nc ia knowledge and zeai, his countrymen, to become 


e diſciple ot Chriſt, receive his religion, and prac- 


nice ao other wiſdom than that which he had from 


ba- WM above +, add to which, his loſe of moſt of the 


ov Wl tcoporal. comforts of this life, wich the cruel. 


in Wl treatment! he met with from men for the goſpel's - 
er, Wſzke; 1 cannot help thinking, bur theſe diſcovered = 
ad, Wis much of the, power and truth of God effectuallß 
od, working! in Paul, as were manifeſted in the rude 
ncy erte, Galilee, when they left their nets, and were 
in an amazing manner, qualiſied to expreſs them» ot 

ver WW ielves in ſuitable words te their hearers in various 
cb, languages, and were clothed with wiſdom, ſuperior 
tor Who any other men. The human wiſdom, learning, 
th : Wc. which Paul had before he was called, was then 
of d afide,' that he might receive heavenly wiſdom. 
his WW The defects and deficiencies, which theſe poor 
_ all Walilcags-were che ſubjects of, through the want 
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«ledge of Chriſt Jeſus bis Lord“ 80 that eren 


i: Hor De Gimaliel, was taught of God to lay aſide 
lis own wiſdom! and learning, and what is more 
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of a liberal education, were made up by the "TI 
cation which they received from Jeſus, and the 


— 
eee 


powerful teaching of the ſpirit of God. So that 
they became (as apoſtles) equal to the learned 
Faul, who was brought down; by the ſame power- 
| ful teaching, to a level with theſe ruſticks. Amiz- 
8 ing! how confounding was this ſovereign. and t 
divine proceedureto the wile Greeks and unbeli:v. n 
ing Jews! Now therefore, as we ſee, from the ſe n 
i inſtances, that God is not at all confined to any n 
ſet of men, excluſive of the reſt, to ſtate and poiut e 
dur, any part of his revealed mind and will to e 
| mankind ; it may perhaps, be a more prudent and 
| , wiſe way, for the reader of this addreſs, not to q 
throw aide with a contemptible ſacer, this ſmall h 
piece which may be put into his hand, under the t] 
Y influence of the vulgar notion, that it can be of e: 


no uſe to mankind, becauſe it comes from the hand jt 
of a mechanic, and one, who never received the ei 
1 advantage: of a collegial or academical education. . 
And I would likewiſe, humbly adviſe him, if he Wl = 
can ſo far overcome the above Objections in his a 
i own mind, as to give himſelf liberty to read it fi 
| through, entirely to forget, in the proceſs thercof, n: 
ce mean author, leaſt the prejudice of his mind, Wl G 
I! operate ſo powerfully againſt him, as to prevcut Wt! 
all ſcripture, and found argument, from having e. 
| any weight with him: for, unleſs this corroding is 
|| worm at the bottom of all, (prejudice againſt tx fa 
| writer) be guarded apainſt p if ſcripture, and ar- iy 
| guments therefrom, ſhould be at times, plauſible Nee 
tio his view, and likely to prevail in his mind, % n 
_ _, will riſe as a grave caſuiſt, and mighty champion Will © 
of her party, and whiſper in his cars; that he Wl I 
ll mult be miſtaken, and guilty of credulity, to think Wl fy 
 *thatany thing coming from ſuch a one. as the ar- 
ll rogant writer can be right or worth while attending Bl * 
| tio. But let me tell you freely, that if you bc ſo ſc 
far led by her whiſpering dictates, as to make ſuch 
I concluſions in your own mind againſt apy writer, 


w 


1 


To. the Reader, e 


it js 4 roof, you never knew the truth! for, when 
plain {eripture is produced, and arguments drawa 
{rom thence brought forth, they cannot but be re- 


ceived in humility, by all thoſe who fear God, tho“ 
the inftrument be ever ſo mean and contempti- 


ble in the eyes of the world. They who know the 
truth, well know, that plain ſcripture can receive 


no additional weight by the ſuffrages and counte- 


nance- of the moſt learned and reverend men; 


neither can it loſe any of its intrinſic worth, ez - 
cellence, or weight, becauſe it is advanced. and, 
exhibixed by a man who takes upon him no. office , | 
or authority, more than (he hopes) a humble int 


quirer after truth, —_— and receiving ex. 
hortation from his brethren n both caſes it is fill 


the ſame, the ſole authority of ſcripture, comes 


entirely to che reel chriſtian and received by him, 
independent of any number of men or their rank, 


either receiving or rejecting it, becauſe, God is the , 


ſpeaker; who-muſt be e and not man, in 
matters of faith. 


The ſeriptures 8 ate themſelves by A 1 
ful peruſal of their divine connection, with as 


muck preciſion and certainty, that they are from 


Cod alone, as the mathematical propoſition does, 
that fue and tus maſe four : though the principles 


certainty, when; uttered, or if expreſſed, by the, 


mouth of the greateſt mathematician, than when 


expreſſed by the mouth of à mere ſchool boy? : 
Is chen the truth of ſcripture, leſs cvident and 


ſure, or lefs worthy to be received in the mouth of 
a ploughman; (if he be able to point but its beauty 


W ee ne in the ee of a, e | 


ſopher? 
I would now drbp 0 | Gare ma to the religious 


vorld, eſpecially to thoſe of it who take upon "_ 
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of demonſtratipp be ſooner laid down and attan ed 
in the latter than in the former. And will any one 2 
ſay, that the truth of me propoſition, two and 
two make four, comes with more evidence and 


the name reverend, and thoſe who at as paſtors of 


__ cording to it, while they are receiving doctrines 

of God. The old adage, muſt (till hold good: As 
ſome other motives which I bave for publiſhing, 
that I think moft prudent not to mention, as they 


are liable to be miſconſtrued, and may be thought 


: td to let the world know how good am. There 


WF: To the Reader. 


congregations. — Wich all due reſpect and ſubmiſ- 
fion to the great learning of the former, and 


= ſuperior abilities of the latter, I would take the 
| freedom to inform them, provided any of them 


{hould condeſcend fo lo as to read this, that [ 


have not ſet about the publiſhing of it, from a 
ſenſe of my equal abilitics to the taſk, but from a 


view of their great neglect of the ſubject in queſ 
tion, and almoſt total ignorance of it; the effects 
of which, are very plain to be ſeen, in the conduct 


and by the confeſflons of your hearers: for, it 
cannot 1eaſonably be expected, that people can 


come to the knowledge of the truth, or live ac- 
from (uch teachers, quite repugnant to the word 
is the ſhepherd, ſo are the ſheep. And there are 
à founding of my own trumper, or a too forward 


is One above that knows my end in this attempt, 


and to whom I ſhall ere long, have to account tor ( 
| all the words that I have ſpoken in the following 
meets. I hope therefore, you will have patience t 
with me, as I am willing to appeal to the Judge ot: T 
all the earth, who cannot but judge righteoully; WM : 
and whoſe judgment will be according to his owa 
revealed word, which we all have in our pofſefſion. e. 
We muſt ſtand or fall by the Bible; and not by 0 
any human articles of faith drawn up by any ſo- a1 
ciety under heaven. Theſe, at the laſt day of final d 
accompts, will never be brought into queſtion, ex. tt 
cept to condemn them as the erroneous inventions in 
of men, to ſet aſide the force and ſpirnuallity of ee 
the pute word of God. e u 
In this ſaiall tract, I have taken the liberty « ol if 
quote ſome paſſages out of the works of ſome great 1 


and 


To the 


and learned men, which paſſages appear to me to 
be expreſſive of their leading and principal views 
of regeneration ; and at the ſame time, to my appre- 


' Reader, © ** 


words, and their obvious ſenſe as intended by the 
writer; and thanks be to God, who rules the 


hearts of princes, for the preſent privilege f 


ſneaking one's own mind on ſuch writers, without 


being afraid of the corporal puniſhment of the ; 


N civil powers. Nor was it from a view of ranking 


or making myſelf qual to theſe great men, in 
point of learning, wiſdom, fortune, &c. for in 
theſe reſpects I am ready to wipe che ir ſhoes : but 
it was with a deſign to ſhew em as they ſtand in 


contraſt in their opinions Nh the word of God, 


they are the children of antichriſt. 


of my acquaintance, whom I cannot but eſteem as 


true ſhepherds of bis little flock, 
Perhaps you will blame me for meddling with the 


and palpable, that the weakeſt ſaint of Jeſus may 
diſcover them, 


in their minds, as thoſe of the more refined di 


truth will be found as valuable to a Quaker, &c. 
if he receive it, as it will to any other man: and 
In much viſh, that a my receive it, as the 
more” 
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henſion, totally oppoſite to the truth of God. 
When any one reads an author, he has an un- 
doubted right to form his own judgment of him, 
according to the plain and common meaning of 


and that tlieir hearers might conſider, and compare 
the ſentiments and 1ayings of their great leaders, 
with the Bible, and then judge for themſelves with 
all freedom. If they do not, it is a plain proof, 


Laſtly : a few words to thoſe two or three paſtors | 
miniſters of Jeſus, and love them as ſuch, though 


they differ from me in ſome little punctilioes, ſee- 
jag they bear the grand and leading marks of the : 


errors of the Puakers, Socinians, Methadiſts, and 
church of England men, ſeeing they ate ſo glaring 


Ia reply to this, I would obſerve, 
that perhaps the errors of theſe ſects, lay as _ 2 


ſenters. But whether this be the caſe or not, the 


. 


To the Reader. 


nete re fined Jilliimeers, / I mult alſo deform you, 
that regeneration and baptiſm, are my chief ſub. 
jets, and not the errors of theſe people, though 
I have touched upon them a little, here and there, 
ſo far as they interfere with the doctrines of re- 
generation. Doctrines, that are the moſt glaring iy 
Eliſe, are the eaſieſt detected and brought to light; 
and therefore, beſt ſuit my abilities in ſo doing: 
but as to the ocult, remote, deep, and myſteri— 
ous errors of refined and double refined diſſenters, 
I leave them to you my brethren, who act in the 
paäaſtorial office, and have more time and greater 
abilities than I have for this difficult employment. 
5 However, I don't think that there is one doctrine, 
which is eſpouſed by theſe people now mentioned, 
that is ſo abſurd or glaringly falſe, as the doctrine 
of the ſoul fleepers, or thofe who ſay, that after 
the death of the body, the ſoul paiſſes iato a ſtate 
of inſenſibility, or in other words, „That the ſcul 


« untill the time of the reſurrection.“ Yet I 6nd 
bone of my friends ſpending his time, though not 
in vain, in detecting this foolith and unſcriprural 
| *doQtrine, which he has done to my ſatisfaction; 
though there be ſome things contained in his 
| pamphler®, touching ſome other lubj: cs, which ! 
. beg leave to differ wich him in. Therefore, wy 
| dear friends, Thope you will judge of this my at- 
7 tempt ina chriſtian and candid manner; and no! 
| raſhly deny its uſefulneſs to others, becauſc it 


comes from ſo weak an in{trument. 

As ro the letter on. baptiſm, I do not publiſh it 
becauſe I think it contains ſomething entirely new, 
Which others have not before obſerved, but bc- 


account, may be as uſcfel to mean capacitics, 4 
| thoſe of the elaborate Kind. Some would perſuade 


us, that chere can be no juft reaſon for writing, 
unlels 


—— B — — — 


» See ſeriguural evidence, in \ fayour of a ſeparate i ſtsie, 


1 dies with the body, and remains Incogitative | 


_ cauſe it is ſhort and (I'think) plain, and on that 


xt To the Reader. 


| unleſs we can produce ſomething quite novel: but 
this ſeems to be more according to the laws of 

, coaceit and whimſicalneſs, than of ſcripture and 
. ſound judgment. There is in this maxim, a bad 

y tendency, Which will ſet people to work to invent 
4 things for the ſake of writing, which never had 

4 any foundation in ſeriptute. There are indeed, ſome 
i- of the plaineſt truths of ſcripture, Which appear 
, quite new to ſome; but it is becauſe they have not 
ic duly examined the word of God. Many fcripture 

er doctrines have been ſo long out of practice by the 
it, bulk of mankind, that when any one is rouſed by 

je, true zeal to revive them again, they are eſteemed 
d, of men, as ſetters forth of ſtrange doctrines. But 
doctrines, which are in themſelves really new, not 
being found in ſcripture, are greedily received by 
men in general; to give a catalogue of which, 
weuld be rather too tedious at preſent, and per- 
haps of no ſervice. To all real believers, the 
reaſon which Peter gives for writing, will ſuffice, 
if there he no other: and that is, Jo put them 
„in REMEMBRANCE of theſe things, though they 

* know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
truth. Tea, I think it meet, (ſays he) as long i 
eas I am in this tabernacle, to ſtir you up, by 
* PUTTING YOU in REMEMBRANCE,” See Peter | 
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CHAP. 1. 
The Goſpel by 8. Fi AN, Ohap. m ver 3 3 


Fur anſwered ue fat unit him, ri verily, 7 
/ay unto thee, except a man be new again N can · 


vet Jes TR gone oF: oy.” 


ERA all that tack "a written | fob "bt 
many centuries which have elapſed ſince the 
> ever-bleficd refurreaion of Jeſus, on the 
various ſubjects profeifelty drawn from the Bible, 
ſurely none ever demanded fo much attention, as 
that under our preſent conſideration ; fer without 
the ſcripture. knowledge of this moſt important of 


nay enter in and fee the kingdom of God without 
their aid, but without the | ineftimable bleſſing of 
| 1; eneration we cannot. And what then will a Saw 
profi, if after he have ſpent his whole time after 
this world's goods, he be deftitute of the one ing 
necdhful, and let his fol. This doctrine, is the 
exding point of real 1eligion; it ſtands in the cite. 
Ian's mind, as the Alpha of all that he knows." 

It does not ſignify much, what doctrines Re 
opinions, or how many of them a man may have 
deen taught, if he have hitherto overiooked the 
tal nature of this new birth; or have been de- 
uled by Satan and falſe teachers, reſpecting me 


ure: for he will find it neceffary, when once he 


L dd. : &.:% « ww 
bf. and 
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\ 


all dodrives, all other ſciences are but trifling. We 


1 


ideas and experience:of it, as tid down in lerip- : 


covers the greed. to o undo, all he had done before, 
1 


— — 


z é $SCRIPTURAL 


and begin at this very firſt principle, and as a child, 
receive the knowledge of the kingdom of Chrit, 
which is not of this world. How rational then 
would it be! for every one to make a full pauſc, 
and ſay unto his ſoul, What is it to be born again 
but it would be much more ſo, diligently to ſearch 
the ſcriptures, for the anſwer of this moſt mowen- 


tous queſtion. _ V 
The chief part of authors which I have read bn 


wis ſubject, yea, I may ſay, nearly all of them, 
| have rather given us their own experience“, diſtinct 


from the word of God, than trace it from the fa. 


' ered pages of infallibility ; where we have not only 


verbal deſcriptions of it, but plain facts alſo, 0 
_ aſcertain the way in which it was effected, the 
means made uſe of by divine wiſdom for accom- 


pliſhing this work, and the certain influence it had 


on the lives and conduct of all thoſe who were thus 


born of Cod. 


way, and why they have recommended it to others, 


power of God; and therefore they have been ready 


With it, or in ſuch a light as not to condemn them- 


oon experience to others as a guide, is, at the beſt 
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1 reaſon is obvious, why they Hate choſen this 


namely, their not knowing the ſcriptures, nor che 


to take up with regeneration as they could bear 


lelves: for it is difficult for any to enquire after 
that as a truth, which neceſſarily proves, that what 

be at preſent holds and experiences as truth, i- 
,, . a 7 
The general method of recommending one's 


vicw that can be taken of it, but as the #rumpet | 


giving Wl 6 


I do nor mean by this, to inſinuate, that ſeripturs! | 
F: regeneration exiſts in the minds of the recipients there 
af, without the experience of it in their fouls: I only 
mean, that let our experience be what it may, wich 
wie may call regeneration, if it is not founded in the 
truth of ſcripture, it can be no ſtandard for others. 


ILLUSTRATION, &. 3 


giving an uncertain ſound, both to a man himſelf 


and others, let his experience be ever ſo ſtriking 


to the mind, and in many reſpects conformable to 
the truth of the We fon it ſometimes hap- 
pens, that his experience rons ſo low, that he finds. 
reaſon to queſtion whether ever he were really lern 
again. JJJJCCͤ ˙ BY ele on ps | 55 
07 again, ſuppoſe him poſſeſſed with ſuch an 
even tenor of mind, and unchanging ſenfible feel- 
ings of what he may take to be regeneration, ſo as 
never to doubt of the goodneſs of his ſtate; yet, 
in ſuch a cafe, how unfit and partial a judge is the 
heart of man in favour of itſelf! yea, and how 
unſafe it is, to abide by the determination of ſuch 


a judge, without the touchſtone of truth aloog 


with it | ſeeing the ſcriptures declare, that the heart 
of 15 is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
The truth of the above obſervations is evident 
from the many views of regeneration, given us by 
the many authors that Have written upon it. One 
of them exprefsly encourages theſe differences, and 
confirms the truth of the above charge. His words 
aretheſe : © But think not I have here chalked out 
« a way for every one to walk in, for I have only 
wrote my own experience.“ But notwithſtand- 
jag this dreaming writer“ could not chalk out a way 
fer every one to walk in, yet the ſcriptures have done 
it, and plainly too, fo that he who runs may read; 
The ſcriptures plainly aſſert that there is but one 
way; and Jeſus it that way, and the truth, and the 
life. The Lord ſays, will give them one heart, 
* and ene way, that they may fear me for ever f.? 
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ee TOA BOM x's ſoul's progreſs in the 


T ler. xxxii./ 39 
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The wiſdom of God, hath only appointed ore 
way, in natural generation, and that is, by the 
union of the man and woman: ſo likewile, in 
1 piritual generation, there is but one way revealed 
to man, and that is, his word and ſpirit in con- 
junction, effectually working in the hearts of his 
children. I have, therefore, nothing to propoſe 
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to ſuch as ſhall-peruſe the following pages, but 
What is plainly declared and demonſtrated by facts, 
recorded in the only ſure guide to eternal life, the 
T' "holy ſcriptures; leaving the whole to the bleſſing 
ok that ſpirit, who alone can direct and lead into 
the true knowledge and experience of /crriplural 
IH wo . 
I Qbave choſen the paſſage already cited, as the 
moſt, emphatical in ſhewing the abſoluie neccflity 
of this change: Veriy, verily, I. ſay unto. thee, 
except a man be born again, he cannot tee the 
kingdom of God,” Nicodemus, to, whom this 
anſwer was addrefled, was moſt likely a gueſt at 
| the marriage celebration in Cana of Galilec, where 
4 | Ns Jeſus, for the firſt. time, performed ſome. notable 
| miracles, Though no mention be made of any, 
_ Fave that of changing the water into wine, yet, 
from Nicodemus's manner of expreſſiag himſelt, 
it ſeems that there were more; for ſays he, no man 
can do theſe miracles (ſpeaking in the plural) except 
Cad be with him. What theſe miracles were in par- 
Wa not our preſent, purpoſe to enquire into, 
further than mention, that they are ſuppoſed b 
Tome, to be the diſpoſſeſſing of devils, andithe curing 
of all manner of diſeaſes by a werd or touch; Theſe 
works were truly couſiſtent with our Lord's cha- 
\\ rafter, as the prom) ed Maſfab, for the propheis Ml, 
5 in general, (Ifaiah in particular) ſpeak of him 26 
opening the cyes of the blind, raifing the dead, &c. Wl « 
which were capnal figns of his divine miſſion, an! Wl b 
of his being the true Chriſt of Cod. This was the 
grand end of all his extraordinary operations 
' __ Accorvtlingly we are told, © That this beginniag 
e , e 
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ILLUSTRATION; .. „ 


of miracles did Jeſus in Cana of Galilee, and 
e “ manifeſted forth his glory, and his diſciples. 55 

n « lieved on him. They had believed on him before, 

1 W but their faith was the more confirmed when they 
. ſaw his works. Nicodemus too, ſeems to have been 
is ſtrock with the majeſty and grandeur that appeared 
ſe in his miracles, and with the amiableneſs of his 
It conduct, but totally ignorant of the nature and idea 
15 of the new birth or regeneratiop; from whence pro- 
de ceeded his interrogation, How can theſe thingy be? 


F:#+4 


T SHALL now endeavour to illuſtrate the anſwer 
of this queſtion, by ſhewing, according to 
ſcripture, what theſe things are, and how they can 

be, and what effects they have on thoſe who know 

The term regeneration, or of being bern again, 
neceflarily implies, that the ſubjects of it were once 
unregenerate,- or in a ſtate quite oppoſire to the 
former; and not asthough ir were ſome improve- 

ment made from the old ftate or principles, or like 
moulding the ſame quality into a little different form | 
from what it was before; but it is a total change of | if 
principle and action new knowledge and new life. ü 
e Uf any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature. | 
e 


1 A 
1 

By 

( * 


— ROO 


t This doctrine by the way, entirely deſtroys the 
main foundation of the Quakers, who ay, Every 

% man-naturally, is endowed” with the Mght and ſeed of 
„God within him, and that all the defect lays in their 
„not ſollo wing this light naturally reſiding in the con- 

* ſcience,” If this were true, What need would there 
be for the new birth? none at al it ſupercedes the - | if 
very idea of it: for what better birth can a man have, 
man to be born of the light and feed of God? And 
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To ee fully the doctrine of regeneration, it 
will be proper, firſt, to conſider the ſtate of man 
defore and after the fall; for in this way only, we 
mall be able to know the true difference ten 
the old and new creature. 
Man, according to his original formation, Was 
| perfectiy upright; (i e.) Adam, as he came out 
of che hands of his Creater, was a model of per. 
fection and immaculate purity. He was placed in 
the garden of Eden, and poſleſſed every bleſſing 
- that the earthly paradiſe could afford, and his own 
nature enjoy. And in this ſtate he might have 
continued with his help-mect, had they kept the 
_ commandment, which was, Of the tree of the 
_ © knowledge of good and evil, thou fbalt not eat 
it“ Adam does not appear, from the account 
given of it in Geneſis, to have had any other know- 
4 ledge of God, but as an all-powerful and wiſe Crea- 
tor, and a dener benefactor ; from whom he 
received a free grant 10 eat of. ad tree in the 
garden, ſave one. 
Nov as he bad no higher knowledge of God han 
5 this, he could have communion with him in nothing 
of a celeſtial nature; but his whole circuit of hap- 
pineſs was in the enjoyment of the earth in its 
perfection, and the ſmiles of the Deity in this way. 
aul ſays, e the firſt man is of the earth, earthy; 
and as is the earthy, ſuch are they alſo that are 
80 © carthy®,” But though: his conſtitution were 
N 8 | +5 | earthy, | 
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5 ee eee ee e to this, mak andetns want to be 
exherted to live agreeable to their birth, by which obe- 
dience they ſecure their right and title to their Father's] 
inheritance ; and conſequently our Lord's anſwer to 
NMicodemus muſt have been worded: thus : „ Verily, 
e verily, Ifay unto thee, except a man fullow the light 
* ©« and feed. within him, and i e wed wo caunot 2 
1 t e 1 of God,” 


5 „ i, Cor, xv. 425 42. . 
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ILLUSTRATION, hee, - 9" 


carthy, yet be was ſinleſs, and made VI the i image 
of God ; or in other words, the moral character of 


h God was implanted in his ſoul, when he drew the 

en breath of life, after that God had $f breathed into 

« his noſtrils the breath of life, and he TAO 2a. 

748 « living ſoul“ “ 

"ut This then is that knowledge, life, and . 5 

er- 3 Adam enjoyed before the introduction of 
in And it would have been the happineſs of 
ing if his poſterity too, if his offence had not brought 
wa death f and all their woes, It hath been advanced 
ave Wl by ſome, that God deſigned Adam's fall, and there- ' 
the fore he withdrew his power from him, in order 
the chat the ſerpent might overcome him, that God's 


eat ſecret decrees might be accompliſhed. And to this 
bunt fall, they aſcribe the revelation of eternal love, and 
ow. Wl the poſſeſſion of ultimate glory; as if theſe might 
rea» ¶ not have been diſplayed and enjoyed without the 
\ he entrance of ſin and miſery But it is plain to the 
the Wl imple minded, that this fall depended. entirely _ 
* Adam's own diſobedience; and likewiſe, the enjoy= _ 
han nent of his bliſsful ſtate in paradiſe, on his own 
hing Wl obedience. He had power to ſtand and to fall, but 


hap- it was left to his own choice to do either.. 


n its So far was it from God's decreeing Adam! $ fall 1 
way. ia a ſecret way, that it is evident he intended 4 that 
rthy; Adam and all his race ſhould ſtand, For what elſe 
it are Ml cas be inferred from the threatening, © in the day 5 
were that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die,” 
rthy, I Death was the reward, or wages, due to fin; and 
the earthly inheritance, that which was entailed 
to 0 ONES. And "Og, Tom Woes. God pro- 
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But we never can ſay, that God was the author e a, 
by an abſclure decree that 3 it ſhould-come. . 


2 * Gen. li. 7. 2 Rem. V. 12. p . 


Rs. edi „ 


+ .I... Ä way, not 
abſolutely ;- for whatever God intends, when the event 
depends upon himſelf, it will infallibly come to paſs. 


8 
X a the threatening, he meant to deter Adam 
from „ by declaring its direful conſe. 


A SCRIPTURAL, 


fo, it was the will of God, that Adam 


| Gould obey and live; for we muſt not, cannot, 


think to ſolve the difficulty by aſſerting, that God 
hath a ſecret and a revealed will contrary to each 


other: the former, to link a chain of providences 
together to make a _ſtumbling-block of, and the latter, 


to condemn men for falling upon it. This would 


| be. making God worſe than man, and as bad az 


devils. God foreſaw Adam's fall indeed, but his 


25 e had no influence over him to do 


It it had, it wouid appear yet worſe, if worſe 


p be, in the caſe of angels, that God ſhould, 
ſomehow or other, in a ſecret way, influence thoſe 
bright intelligences to leave their firſt eſtate, and 
lo conligu them over to everlaſting darkneſs for 
their rebellion, without any hope of mercy. The 
_ caſe of man would have been ſomewhat better; be- 
cauſe there were hopes of mercy: for him; but 


Jeſus took dot upon him the nature of angels, 


77 dut the feed of Ann; and therefore, angel 


On the vikey hand, let thoſe who blindly and 


roundliy aſſert univerſal redemption, and deny the 
_ abſolute ſovereipnty of God, tell us, how it came, 
| that Jehovah ſhould leave theſe once effulgent and 


perfect ſpirits, without che leaſt hope of ever being 


e from their unſpeakable avguiſh and con- 
demnation; whilſt he ar the ſame time promiſed 
_ and exhibired mercy to ſome of the children of 
mey. Had men any claim upon the divine being 
| more than angels? ſurely not. Then why was it 
that men were preferred? all who believe will un- 
| Cdoubtedlyanſwer with Paul, © having predeſtipated 
dus to the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt 
WE * OR. to the goud * af his u illi“ 
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Therefore the dĩſtinction that is evidently aud un- 
deniably made between men and angels, in favour 
of the former is, and may, confiſtent with the 
ſame ſovereignty and juſtice, be made among man- 
/// A evi 5f 1 

But though theſe were given to Chriſt from ever 
laſling by the Father, and the reſt of mavkind, 
deſigned conditionally for the everiaſting enjoyment 
of bliſs in the earthly paradiſe, and not to be damned 
as ſome ſay, yet they were all affected alike by the 
fall. 80 Paul faith of himſelf and his brethren: 

„ Among whom alſo we all had our converſation, 
„H times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling 
the defires of the fleſh, and of the mind; and were 

tina phuſei orges ) by natural conflitution, child» 
ren & wrath, er revengefſulneſs, euen as others ö 

And he ſeems plainly enough to intimate to us 
the original cauſe. of their being the children f 
wrath, if we, wich this paſſage, compare Rom. u. 
ver. 19, -Where he ſays, by ons man's diſobedi- 
ente many were made ſinners.“ Let he as plainly 
news how this wrath and ' condemnation is en- 
of hanced and-aggravated, which is, by walking in the 
and , of the ald, and fulfilling the deſires of the mind 
y the Ward of the fed, Ia this ſtate all men are in fince 
the fall, yea, they are dead in treſpaſſes and 
ins ;“ or in x ſtate of condemnation and death: 
for the wages of ſin is death. There ſeems to be no 


us by ſcripture, nor from the univerſal experience 
that we have of all men in the world. Every un: 
prejudiced mind; who, has taken but a ſ.mall view 

ff things in the world, will acknowledge this, be- 
aſe he cannot but daily ſee it demonſtra ted before 
him, in the aptitude that there is in little children 
10 fin., As ſoon as they can ſay or do any thing, 
they ſay. and do things contrary to the W toy e 
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exception. from this, nejther in the account given 


to © a $CRIPTURAL 


God, as far as they are able; yea, they ſhew x | 
hatred of God, and a love to every nonſenſical | 
thing that makes its appꝛarance before them. Their 
ideas, as ſoon as they have any, are wrong; and 
their conceptions of the character and truth of 
/ WEIR ING, 
We find the effects of the fall very early in the 
ſerſpture, even in the caſe of Cain's murdering his 
brother Abel attended with lies, and an evaſion of 
the fact before his Maker. And as Abel's bir; 
ſeems to have been the firſt that cried unto God 
for vengeance, ſo it alſo ſeems that Cain had no 
precedent for it; and therefore'this murder came 
not, as fome ſay ſin comes, merely by habit and bad 
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| | | | if 
example, but from an inbred principle of pride, . 
envy, and hatred. The Bible, from the beginning Wc; 
to the end, hes but a poor opinion of man after. 


the fall. Ir uniformly repreſents him as loſt to all 
| __ --goodneſs—without God, and conſequently without 

| god hope in the world. This appears not to be 
Confined to ſome of a bad family, or of mean birth, 
nor of ſome in a particular part of the world; for 
the apoſtle Paul proves it to be the caſe of all man- 
kind by nature, both Few and Gentile, bond and 
free, rich and poor, learned and unlearned, th 
devout and honourable of this world, as welle 
the publicans and harlots. For ſaith he, We 
4 (Jeus] are no better than the Gentiles; for we 
have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, tha 
they are all under ſin; as it is written, here 


y are in their 
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1LLVU STRATINION, &c. 1» 


peace have they not know: there is no fear of 
God before their eyes “.“ 
| [tis deſcription of man's een from God 
r 20d his evil works, is nothing contrary to the 
d nature F which he derived from his firſt parents: 
of Wl for it is certain they could not beget a child en- 
lowed with 2 better nature than their own, nor 
ne cls affected by the fall than themſelves. Hence 
iis our Lord ſaith to Nicodemus, ** that which is born 
of Wl « of the fleſh is fleſh”—and fleſh it muſt be, turn 
0:0 Wl it into wharſoever ſhape you plesſe, (either ſelf- 
od :igh.:cous or profane) until it is bern of the ſpirit. 
no Paul gives us another catalogue of the works of 


me the fleſh, which are theſe: * Adultery, fornication, 
bad if uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, 
ide, «hatred, variance; emulations, wrath, ſtrife, fe- 


00 Ace hereſies, envyings, murders, ane 
neſs, revellings, and ſuch like . 1 4 
This compendious, but comprehenſive account. 

of the works of the natural man, takes in, I am 
perſuaded, all the forms into which nature can 
turn itſelf, both as to outward inordinancy and 
falſe religion. In this fleſhly ſtate, all men are held 
down by the power of prejudice againſt the truth, - 

ind the love of the world, with the influence which 

the father of lies hath over their minds, in preſent- 

Ing wrong views of the. character of God and his 
truth; ſo that there is à moral impoſſibility that 


or v ey hould receive the uh and be converted, 
ere 
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0 By nature here, 7 mean N ſtate of ee ih Wy 
tural depravity, which Adam was the. ſubjeR.of, aſter 
be fall. Otherwiſe nature, in the tric ſole „ 


t + he word, means that internal and external form in 
Mp "i: Adam was firſt created pure and perfe&, after 
ir Ups 


de N of Hure moral racer.” See Gen. i. 26, 


Rom: iii: 9 t0 18, an PE: . _ | t Gal. v. 1 FR * Fo, 


12 A SCRIPTURAL 
Miſtake me not, for I am bot in this, advancing wy 
own reaſon, or merely the opinion of others, ut 
the truth of one, whom cuſtom itſelf forbids 10 
_ difallow; who ſays, © the carnal mind is enmity 
A againſt Cod; for it is not ſubject to the law of 
_ © God, neither indeed can be: fo then, they that 
"® axe in the fleſb cannot pleaſe Od. 
Again, the ſame apoftle informs us, that men 
not only have a natural averſion to the truth of 
God, but are alſo totally ignorant of it, —* Th: 
0 natural man (ſays he) receiveth not the things 


RT © of the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs 11.19 


&* him; neither can be know them, becauſe they are 
4 Hiritually diſcerned . The terms carnal, gift, 
and nature, are of the ſame import, and not only 


Include men as tranfgrefſors of the moral law, or 


as ſinners by the offence of one man impnted to 
them; but they likewife point out the deficiency 9 
their nature, in reſpect to ſpiritual things; and thei; 
inability to enjoy the celeffial life, or the life of 
a; which is the life of every real believer}. 


But this deficiency, or rather inability of nature, 


Hye ways criminsi in man, for what I mean by 


nature here, is pure nature, juſt as Adam was 


formed by the hand of God, when placed in the 
garden of Eden; which nature was only fuited to 
earthly enjoyments. «The firſt man is of the cart 
«© earthy!” Therefore we fee that man in his beſt 
| eftate, was but earthy; but though he were carthy, 
yer he was ſinleſs, and as I have already ſaid, made 
after the image of God. And as far as God »23 


revealed to him by the works of creation, which 


lhewed the eternal power, infinite wiſuom, and uni, 


'j wvoerſal beneficonte'sf Goll 'the Creator, ſo far Adam 
ll! Knew bim; but as to the character of Jehovah, 4 
_ oe God of er, ws Brace, LON kee. Qining| 


forth 


* 


men 


"yu bd 8 * 2 viii, 7 8. + 3 Cori 14. 4 . iii. 44 
"3k LEO Cor, xv. ani 5, 


— 
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forth in the perſon of his only beloved Son, to the 
objects thereof, or to thoſe . Choſen in Chriſt before 
«© the od of the world,“ theſe ſublime 
chings, Adam knew nothing of, no more than a 
ſucking 5 ol for there was no "revelation of theſe 
things at that time: and therefore Adam could not, 
:ven in his per fect fate,” enjoy Ged, as tle ſaints 
10 now; as it is impoſſible fo any to know and 
have communjon with God, farther than he makes 
himfelf known hy the reveluGin of his will to the Ur 
rational powers and under ſtanding of mankind, 
If it be ſo then, as it does appear, that Adam ian 
his pure ſtate ſtood in need of regenerationſ, in or- 
der to prepate and qualif y'him for the enjoyment of 
God in rhe eternal world, it muſt be doubly neceſ- 
fary to thoſe who are in a ſtate of moral depraviry, 
condemnation; and liable to eternal Camnation as 
the wages due to ſin. O ia, how extenſive is thy 
Fate and how deſtructive thy anture! Sin hath 
% dt 0s © pda 


Mr. MvxxaAY, in his fecond Lecture on the book 
of Revelations, page 88, jattly obſerves, that the Bulk 
« of mankind can find no need for a Mediator till there 
„was tranſgreflion ; yet 'Þ think, (ſays be) even in 
ingocence a Mediator could not wave been wanted; 
and rhough there never had been fic, I think we. 
© woilld have had the ſame Mediator that we have now, 
10 a he would have wanted ſome offices that he exer - 
* creat preſent. There would have been no occaſion 
„ jor redemption, had there been no tran'grethon, adi 
« of confequence, dur Mediator would not have been 

' our Redeemer ; but, as bo man could have ſeen God 

* ar any time, it wobld ſtil have been neceſfary that a 
„Mediator ſhould have revealed and manifeſted him 10 
„men.“ And it may be added alſo, that as the bulk 
of mankind can find no need of a Mediator till there 
vas tranſgreſſion ; ſo neither can they find any need 
| for a Regentratory\ 5.46 thar "YO would: have 
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8. W the whole world, and paſſed. through the 
whole mind apd faculties of the ſoul of: man ; (» 


har, the thoug hts of bis es are evil, and that cen. 
; tinually,.. 4 14 


But, mas $ evil W never arrive to 1 bieh 


a pitch of oppoſition 10, Cad, as when he Atrempis 
to ſet up a religion, contrary to that revealed in 
the New Teſtament. And | this is the natural ben: 
of men minds, whenever they begin to think of 
.the neceſſity, of religion; for they do not conſul 


the divine oracles,' nor come to thę light of Gocbs 
vord, chat their religion may, be formed z 
.to it, but they proceed upon the foundatjor of 
+ what they {oolithly calkreafon, which teaches them 
what ideas they are to have. of the character of 
God. And theſe ideas, always correſpond with the 
_ *fappoſfition of what they would be and, de, were 
they God. So that they know what religion ther 
are to be el, and What Wies de arc 10 bave 0 
ot, | | the 


required it, but upon he account of the entrance of [i0, 
Ibis proceeds fromea miſtake of the character of the 


great I An, andthe nature of map, OT of Adam in in- 


nmocence. With regard to God, it is commonly ſup- 


poſed, that che revealed himſe lfte Adam, without any 


medium, before; the fall. Aud with regard to man, 
__ conſidered before the fall, it is alſo as comme 
though, that he was ſo panvebly formed cresture, and 
knew ſo much of the whole character of God, that it was 

impaſſible he ſhould ſtand in need of more..—And along 
With this they alſo imagine, that if ſin had not entered, 
na one could have enjoyed more than what was expe i- 
enced in the earthly paradiſe: which is the ſame as ſay- 
ing, that the entrance of ſin was one inſtrumental cane 


t gur coming tothe enjoyment of ultimate and heaven 


_ blits, But the truth is, mankind was never without a Me, 
distor, neither was God ever revealed at any time witl- | 


our one g aa medium whereby po: or mortals might have 


. ies Os 0 . * nom other wikimone could have ſeen 
; — * Wee q- „ "off 
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le : leing and attributes of Cod, be fore ever they 
look with” attention intd divine revelation. as 

Having now given a ſummary view of the nature 
of man, "before, and after the fall, it is neceſſary 
to attend to Our main Font, on the dearine of 7 Ve- 
gener Allan, 


"0 11 A . 18. 
RTE oN fioce the fall, (as we Wb 


already ſaid) becomes abſointely neceit! ary on 


(wy accounts; for which reaten there are two 


grand parts to be known and experienced in this - 
moſt important of all doctrines. "The firſt, relates 


o the forgivenels of fins, or Juſtification and fal- 
ion from that ſtate, which has been deſcribed 


rom Page Tae Seh to the prelent. The dy 4 N 5 
l 70 2 1 2 e 


* — 4 . 4 6 XY EI IO 
E * £ , g 1 


, #'4$46 4 


or art; F er 00 * copable of 3 18 3 en- 


150 Wing thoſe 76% infinite, and unſpeakable perfec- 
1015 of gory, majzfly, holin*ſs, and 7 xmaculate purity, &e. 
waich he 18 poſſeſſed of. No; the angels themſtlves 


cannot otherwiſe know and enjoy the UNSPEAKABL E— | 


the UNSEE&N—the FATHOMLE5SS—and the UNSEARCH 
ABLE, u ithout a Mcdiatar; who ! is the man of his right- 
hand his fellow; ; whoſe goings forth were of old, and 


by wham the IHCOMPRERENSISLE created tneheavens 


aud the earth, an angels aud men, even his only begot- 


ten Son z he is the Mediator and only medium of divine 
Ke and knowledge to. all in heaven, ani to men on 


rtl. The rays of divine fplendour. ſhine through him 
alunę: and hence he is called the briplitneſs of his Father” $ 
gl: ory, und the expreſs image of kis perfon. 
Che ollices which Chriſt took upon him, on account 


of the rraaſyreſhons of his people, will at a certain pe- 


riod be Jaid "aſide, namely, when fin and wifery ſhalt 


be f. r ever deſtroyed, and when all the ranſomed hoſt 
Lal be entirely delivered from its elfe: in foul ant |! 
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is cloſely connetted with the. firſt, and cannot be 
ſeparated from it. —It conſiſts of che communica. 


ther; but his © 


r 


tion of divine life to the ſoul, by which, it gradu- 
ally grows into the image and likenefs of God, who 


begot, and which relates to that ſtate which Adam 
was in, before the fall; according to the defcrip- 
tion given of it in pages 6 and 7.7 and | in the note 


under page 13. 


Firſt : Of juſtification and falvation, from fir | 
and milery, 
| __ Every man who fiemly believes the account 970 
already, of the condemned ſtate and depravity of 
human nature fince the fall, muſt ſee the abſolvr- 
need there is of the pardon of fin, But if he be. 
| lieve, he is one of theſe depraved and condemned 
wretches himſelf, he cannot but be defirons of 
knowing this doctrine, and of receiving the benefit 


arifing therefrom. And indeed, there are few, it 


: ny W will ever enquire into this doctrine, un 


917 


— — 


body, being bron ut eme to the manſions of ele Fa- 
1 and character as Mediator, will 

ne ver be ſuperceded, but he will for ever (tine thr 2 
eternity, as the God-man and (mefites) middler, be 
_ tween the abſolute I 2, and the mhabitauts' of the 
city of God. | 
Again; as it appears that the knowledge of God 
could not be conveyed in any fuitable way to creature: 
without a Mediator; ſo neither was it poflible for man, 
according to his natural life, though conſidered before 
the fall, to enjoy God in eternal glory, Without being 
_ regenerated, or poſſeſſing a difterent hte from what h 


had merely by.creation. It may not therefore be im- 


J roper, to draw a ſhort parrallel of the particulars, wheres 
in the children of the ficit Adam, ſuppoſed in innocei:.e 


and the children of the ſecond Adam, conſidered Are 


a generated, differ. But Adam's children would hav: 
bees, in every reſpect, like hunſelf, ts that we may 


conhider it by him. 
Apax. 


ADAM. 
r. He was of the earth, 
carthy; conſequently his 
spring ſo, i. Cur, XV. 


55. „ 
2. The life which Adam 
had, is called natural. 


+. It is plain, that Adam 


Ken AGTH, NOI enjoyed this 
ſpiricual life; for, ſays 


Paul, © The NATURAL. 


bins of the tpirit of God, 


vw them, becaule they 


Bare. e (piri rpg diſcerned. | ; 


Cor. 11. 145 


1. The life that Adam 


bad by creation, WAS main- 


Bind and preſerved by 


rational Power 8, in mo- th 

pal „bedeute to the com- 
hand. of God, which de- 

pended ou his own choiee. - 
fie does not appear 10 
Rave had any influence ur 


wer 2arurel ald Tondo, 


— — * 22 —— 14 14s 4 * 
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they ſce Raft in this ligkt ; or us jt were, 
forces through the ſtinging conſciouſneſs of a 


fi ßcar an then, in ſcripture, when applied to 


tac tate of 4 ſinner, is, God's pronduncing him 
C 3 e 


la ſt, 


Nan receiveth not the 1! 


ſur they ate bali 
unto him; neither can he 


Cine, 


- Chriſt is the Lord from 
. beaven, conſequently his 
children are heaveny. „ 


Cor. xv. | 

The lite which Chriſt 
hach, is called ſpiritual. 
bk Cor. xv. 46: 


But it is as plain, that 
all the children of Jeſus, 
do receive this life, know,. 
aud enjoy it: for, “except 
- * a man be born of water 
(that is the word) and 
% of the SPIRIT, le cans. 


„ not cutter Into the King» 
* dom ot God.“ Job, ili. 5. 
« Az many as arte Jed by 
ce the ſpirit of God, they 


„ are the lons of God. 
© The ſpirit itſelf beareth 


© wiinels with our {pit its, 


that we are the children 
C0 Gods”: 

I 6s: 16; TY e 
„ life Which comes 
| through Chriſt to his cho- 
ſen, is a communication 
of himſelf, and maintained 
and joppurted by his own. 
divine. power, 


jos Vithe 


indepen. 


dent of them, but by ine 
uie of thoſe means which 

he has ordained in his 
word, and by the faith ia 


l 
ö 
4 


— — a 
. 
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juſt, upright, and accepted; - cleared and acquiucd 
from all the guilt which ſtood againſt him as 
tranſgreſſor of the divine law. And this juſtifica. | 
tion is fo ample and perfect, that it extends o a 


Uns, however offenſive, and however numerous, 


a 


It 


* i 


agg 71 - 

but left to act within the 
-__ eircvit of bis own natu- 
ral motives and ftrength 

Which he had by creation 


and natura! conſtitution. ** 
5. Adam's liſe of moral 1 


— 


mam 


CHRIST. 
him, who gave himſelf ; 
ranſom for them. 


But the liſe of the 


rectitude, was ſabje& to a | Which they have of Jenn, 
change and death; as we | is ſuhject to no charge, nur] 
| all by {ad experience know = ; death, being immutable 73 


and — 4 


he the autlior and ſupport 


| of it, Joh. v. 24, vi. $0, 51, 


1 life, was ſuit - Bur the liſe of the ſaints, 


ed to the enjoyment of 
the earthly paradiſe, the 
propagation of his ſpecies, 
- anddominion overthereſt 
"1h ve the creatures, Gen. i. | 
„ | . 


. In the earthly para- 
diſe, they were created 
male and female; and a 
great part of their happi- 
nes aroſe from the con- 
Jugal union. Gen. i. 27.1 


I 


„ Me 


of the heavenly paraciſe 


above; where, they ne1- 
ther marry, nor are given 
in marriage; but arc a 
the angels of God. lat. 


|] xxit. 30. 


But in Chriſt Jeſus, here 
is neither male nor female, 
but they are all og i 
him“: and when they cg 
to the heavenly paradilg 

above, then all affection 


| which ariſes from nature 


relation, will ceafe ; and 
their union to Chriil 4 


| their head, will ve th 
| ſpring of their love 1 
each other, and the cha 


rafter of Jeſus as G06 
man, the object of thel 
eternal adoration, * 0 


Re) 
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ILLUSTRATION, & ng | 


ſt includes all times too, as well as As number and 
nature; even paſt, preſent, and to come“. 


This juſtification, comes not to the objects there» 
of, on account of any worthineſs or qualifications 
in thoſe who receive it, but ſolely on the account 
of what Chriſt hath done aud ſuffered ; “ For as 
by one men's diſol edience many were made ſinners; 
ſo by the obedience of one, mall AT be made rig he ; 


W © tour}. 


Juſtification, is not (what ſome perverters of 
the goſpel ſay) firſt making a man inherently righ- 


tcous, and then eſtecming him acquitted and juſti- 


the üünver's will, fo that the bias of his mind and 


inclinations after holineſs. 


of his beloved bene on n all who Kaye fs, there | is 19 


* 


* 3 


* 9 will 1 that juftifcarion, is a clearing 


from paſt ſins; ane others, that it means being acquit» 


ee trom paſt and preſent too. But the truth is, that we 
are juſtified from the ſins which are to come, in the 
ſame way as from paſt and preſent: For without the 


| © ſhedding of blood (ſays Paul) there is no remiſſion.“ 


don ſome way elſe, and not by the blood of Jeſus: for 


_ OO 


fied: neither is it as others ſay, partly renewing 


affections are after holineſs; but not being perfect 
in this way, his deficiences are made up by the 

conſideration of Chriſt's obedience and righteouſ- 
nefs imputed, and fo God pronounces him juſtified; 
but not without including the finncr's n and 


But the juſtification, wherewith the true God 
and Saviour juſtifies men by, hath vothing to. do : 
with the goodneſs of wen or their cauſe, but 

imply declares them to be juſt ; aud he afligns no 
other reaſon for it, but his own ſovereign good 
pleaſure, in imputiog the obedience and lufferings 


| Heb. ix. 22. Theſe people muſt then expect remiſ- 


if they expected remiſſion cr jultification in this way, 
and at "the lame time hold that fra does not in- 
ae 


\ a ur " 
am 5 * 6 ; . 
—— + uy; i RN 14 - 1 7 28 
4 ” 1-0 ETD. EY * 7 — 5 I * 5 8 
* oY Ha, 4 N . ts , n a rc n . be 8 
.. e . * ww 7 e Sts. * ST PANE: WAY 2 * * 
2 e e i OE ee 2 * 
9 e CR ok J — —— 
its OM e eee 
= . e . — 
— » 22 3288 
7 333 
1 1 * . 


rr SA, IE * 
3 . 
. Ne 7 + 6 


— — —— 2 
F : 


— 
— h — — — — — —P — —— — —h— — —— EEE * 
= 7 _ 7 ©. rr eco pe _—_ 


: 

® 

14 
x 


C4 
l 
: 
[4 
; 
: 
i 
F 
Y 4 
g 
: 
3 
* - 
| 7 
1 
5 ; 
. 
a 
17 
4 
* 
* T 
7 
. 
1 * © 
> 17 
1 
1 
4 
1 
"= : 
=—_ * 
1 
3.1 
7 } 
bo ET 7 
1 
14 
F 
7 , 
8 
' 
: : 
1 8 
FE =D 
14 
0 1 
p 4 
11 
* 
&1 
1 
5 17 
> 17 
1 
14 
25 
$: 
? 
bl "WS ' 
; 
; : 
+ 
! : 
'T 
$4 
: 
: 
: 17 
11 
2 bw” 
#4 } 
a . 
C | 
o © : 
IF) 
9 1 
k "SL 
#3 © 
f : 
© z 
4 
* 
oy 
f 'S 
4 
8 3 
Tz 
: \ 
FE 
J 14 
« 
bl 5 
4 4 2 
T 
N 
: / 
9 . 
1 
- 
o 
* 
: 
11 
* 
1 5 
== 
: £ 
| | 
| 
: 
4 1 
[ : 
W + 4 
| 
£ 
ö 8 
3 : 
: , 
11 
11 
: . 


„„ 04 4 ⁊—˙Ü—s oo ab . of — —  — „ „ 


8 SCR TRA 


difference ; for all have finned and come ort of th: 
glory of God. And this ſenſe of Juſtification is 
alſo uſed on particular occaſions amongſt men, 


«The lawyers (ſays Leigh) call that a man's jul- 
« tification, which maketh neither the man nor his 


«cauſe juſt, but declareth them to be juſt“.“ Thi; 
anſwers to rhe ſtate and condition of all men with. 
out diſtioction: for neither themfelves nor their 


cauſe are good, having nothing to plead but the 
cauſt of fin; yea, they are enemies te God by wicke! 


works, and are ſhut up under condemnation, 


But notwithſtanding this, God's love was ſo 


great, and his mercy ſuperabounding, that he 


„ commended his love towards fanners; and while 
„e they were enemies and without firength, Chiik 


died for them.“ 


From the confideritivi of thefe laſt paſſages 
with many more of the like import, it is mot 


certain, that God's method of juſtifying man, is 
without the leaſt regard to their works or qua, v4 
_ cations. However, this definition of the term j. 

rification, may appear yet more forcible, by add! i 


the apoſtolic deciſion of the matter, which is this: 
« Therefore {fays he) we (che apoſtles} conclude, 


5 ©« that a man fs Ne by feith wif hob the deed: of | 


40 * the law R. Cn Hides e 8 Put 


a 2 K N 1 4 - g e 


— ” * - 2 N 3 , „ 


dude preſent and future fins, „then (5 P Paul ſays J! 
% mult he (Chriſt) often bave Tuffered ſiuce the four:- 


_ «© dation of the world.” Hieb. ix. 26. Paul, is q. 
e. reſpeòting the extent and perfection of Ct 1 $ 
| facrifice, in Chap. x. 10, 15, 18, By the Which wi. | 
« we are lanCtified, through the offeting' of the bod) 
of Jelus Chriſt ones YOR ALI. By ONE or- 
* 1NG he hath PERFECTED. FOR KYER them that «re 


cc fanQified, (i. e. ſei apart.) Now were remiſſion « of 


6s thefe 1 18, thers 1s NO MORE OFFERING FOR ix.“ 


* Critica ſacra, on the word ee that | is juſti- 
fication, as in Rom. v. 16. 18. 


855 Rom. ic. * 1e iii. 28. 5 


ILLUSTRATION, Ke. 21 


But haviog only as yet, defined the term juſtiſi · 
cation in its nature and extent, when applied to a 
ſtate of condemnation and wrath, it will be proper 
now, to ſhew the fitneſs of it from ſcripture, and. 
the fer ict juſtice that there is in God, in thus clearing 
the guilty without reſpect to any thing in them, ar. 

":0ught by them, either | in times paſt, preſcnt, or 
to come. 4 
God is, in the revelation of himſe'f, repreſented 


oc thadow of turning; and therefore cannot look 
vpon fin with approbation, nor by any means clear 
the guilty. 4s TI live, ſaith the Lord, the foul that 
« aneth. ſhall die“ And his juſtice mines with 
19 leſs perfection than his holineſs. Accordingly, 
he never fails to puniſh the continued tranſgreſſors 
of his perfect law, ſuppoſe they only come ſhort 
la c point“. Nor, on the other band, the man 
vho in all things comes up to the ſtandard of rigb- 
rouſneſs and perſeveres therein, never did, nor 
tier can, go unte warden. : 
Of the former claſs there are many, even all the 

world; for the ſcripture ſays, There is none rigbte - 

„ ne net one. Then where are they of the latter 
bort to be found? I think Ihere ſome one ſay with 
be diſciples on another occaſion, ** Who then can be 
ſaved? „If there are none righteous in the 
' world, and if God will not diſpenſe with the leaſt 
breach - of his perfect law, then all hopes of 
' mercy is for ever gone, and the whole world muſt 


Wis is not the caſe, though it might have juſtly 
en ſo; for God is not only 5 ef holy and 
, but ke is alſo the perfection and fountain of 
* * e . wh G od i is love. al an, 10 
[IT | 1 8 in | 


„ 8 _— — 


[Ts Theos agape fin, God is en is as a certain 5 
er 5 ves, ininiitable, 400 eee can Log more 


as per fey holy, infinitely ſo, without any variation 


'\ncvitably be damned !” No; thanks be to God, 
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in himſelf, and ieturiobly:) fo to his choſen. For 
which fetten in perfect wiſdom, he hach con- 
trived a plan whereby he can, ia full conſiſlency 
and perfect harmony with all his other attributes, 
receive ſinners into favour here, and at laſt, confer | 
upon them the heavenly inheritance, which was 
prepared for them, from the foundation of the 
world. Aud this love, was ooly made manifeſt in 
its higheſt, deepeſt, longeſt; and broadeſt views, 
when he ſent Bis only begotten Sen from his botom 
into the world, united to our nature, or maden 
all things like unto his brethren As it is written; 
„ For as much then as the children are partak+rs 
of fleſh and blood, he alfo binfelf tikewne ock 
ei part of the ſame : that, through death; he might 


— 
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a 5 - wg he tht hea 


* ceftroy him that had the power of death, ext 5 
is the devi.“ And again, it is only in this us, 
lived Son, and only begotten, that all the dive A 

| perfections of God harmonize, iu his taking be " 

| guilty into favour: Nor is the beauty propriety of 
and ſtrict juſtice of God, in juſtifying the ungod!), WF, 
diſcovered any where elle; for who in heaven or out «| 
earth, beſides hime, could fu'fil the divine Leg. 

ments of the divine law, and fatisfy divine jrjtice . 

But more eſpecially, what ſeraph or angel, cou... 

take upon him to ſuffer the divine wrath and rea, 

fal fe due to fin, and have power to deliver bim def 

lf from it, ang. wer it en.0u; gh * his 3 MN, 

| ler 

— | — — 4 dnt EA Es — and 

5 | — — 4 

* 4.0 Hips; 's yet nothing is more attive:” For my par wor 

5 ö | © T know not how to Attempt an iHuſtration of the nod 31 

1 6 lentiment. It ſtrikes the mind as hott memes The oY Ts 

„ eino art can make this more bright, and no parap ws Fi 

1 ein make gr more delicate, more wle eltic, 0 
| | | ect | 3 | 

q This Was the only righteous lk: in the 12 

'1 ſenſe of the word, that ever Was on earth ſince "Wl +. 


fall; and if ever we be counted righteous in God's 
it mutt be trough his righteoufac ls 80 
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ILLUSTRATION, Kc. 23 


40 demand deliverance for the vileſt of fGinners who 
belicve? But all theſe things were done and ſhone 
in the moſt conſpicuous manner in the perſon of 
Jeſus: Who was the brightneſs of she Father's 
„glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon.” 
| «: ho thonght it no robbery, to be e equal with 


he ͤdeaned to make himſelf of no reputation, and 
„ok upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
© in. the likeneſs of, mea +”, And in this capacity 
ve continued from his birth/to his death; e 


was obedient unto death! Lhe nature of the work 
of this lexvant, was, to fulfil the moral law in all 
is branches, and in the moſt perfect and divine 
extent to keep it. So that this law, which had 


11 Hl t- 112g17fied, and made hanourable. This he did to 
"I (2: uri lt. extent, and under every unfavourable 
eg circumſtance too: for the policy of hell, the rage 
© of the devils, and the malice of men, were con- 
495 tn2ally againſt him. He was in all things tempted 
ron 


ouſly paſſed on through theſe enemics untainted, 
nd marched boldly. on to endurc the croſs, and 


veußg n2tion of his work, and to which he bore teſtimony 
haz tore he g gaveup the ghoſt, ſaying, “ /t is finiſbed\).” 
che ic overcame this laſt enemy, death, or the king of | 
"Wir cons, with all the powers of the infernal world, 
ad rote again the third day. Accordingly, what. 
WM" prophecied of him before he came to this 
' 0 vor in the flefb, was accompliſhed, * He will 
allow up death in victory $” 4 death! 1 
ic ©" will be thy Mayne O ee 1 will be 0 de- 
* a . 
1 
60 ne , 4 al 26; 7 +2 Heb, iv. 18. 


| 225 xix. 31. 


« Gods And though he were s the great God, yet, 


the work which the Father gave him 10 do; for he 


deen broken and diſhonoured by man, might again 


ke as we are, yet without ſin ““ He vigour- 


wert his-Jaſt enemy, death; which was the conſum- 


IIa. xxv. 8. 1 Hol. xiit. TT 
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24 _ AVSCRIPTURAL 


What he did and ſuffered, that he hath received 


 _ <lares, © The Lord is well pleaſed for his righte. 
s ouſneſs ſake 3 he will magnify the lau, and make 
© of honourable*.” And who the term (he) relates 


ter: Behold, my ſervant whom I uphold ; mine 


When on the mount of rransfiguration, attended 
with fome of his diſciples, we have this teſtimony: 


* overſhadowed them; and behold, a voice ou! of 
„the cloud, which ſaid, This is my beloved Son, it 
„ abhem 4 am well pleaſed; hear ye him 


9 teſtimony of the divine good pleaſure, in his Sor' 
merits and excellency. And the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended in a bodily ſhape like a dove upon him, 


art my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleaſed?! 
And after he had actually done and fuffered theſe 
rings which he undertook, and was appointed iq; 

do by the Father, he was ** declared to be the 30. 


_ <holineſs, by the reſurrection From the dead ||.” He 
Was not only raiſed from the dead, and demon; 
ſtrated to be the Son of God, but his Fathet 
 «< exalted him with his own right hand, a priact 


| * and forgiveneſs of fins; and hath given him 
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a. xii 24. + Marth. Kull. 5, and il. Pet. 
1618. | Luke fi. 22. || Rom. . 4. 
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This ſervant ſo compleated his work, both i; 
tokens and declarations, 'which expreſs the hight 
approbation and delight from God; both in th: 
profpe& of his performing this grand work, and 
after he had actually accompliſhed it in the days of 
his fleſh, In the proſpect of it, the prophet de. 


to, we are told in the begioning of this ſame chap. 


select, in whom my ſoul is well pleaſed.” Again, 
after he had made his appearance here on carth, 
«© While he yet ſpake, behold, a bright cloud 


At his baptiſm alſo, there was an unden!able 


and a voice came frora heaven, which ſaid, Thon 


of God with power, according to the ſpirit of 


and a ſaviour for to give repentance unto 1iracl 


£6 nan 


ee 2 —— LE . — — 


ILLUSTRATION, &c. 


name which is above every name: That at the name 
1 Feſus every knee ſbould bow, of things in hea- 
„ven, and things in earth, and things, under the 
« earth; and that every, tongue ſhould confeſs, that 
« Jeſus Chriſt is args; to 294 glory of God the 
6. Father“, 1 

Ho clear it is! from thels two laſt 8 that 
he who thus became obedient unto death, and was 
exalted in this high manner, was God im, our na- 


ture, or Emmanuel. For, who can forgive fins but | 


God? and who can give, repentance, but he who 
hath acceſs to the human heart, by his ſpirit i in the 
gafpel? And therefore, unto whom ſhould every 
knee bew, and tongue confeſs, but _ unto Jeſus, 
whoſe name is above every name; and who is the 
Alpha and Gmega, the begmning and the ending 
„ ſaith the Lord, which is which was, and which 
i to come: in Hy ; pantckraber) 0 en or . 
e nipotentf.?“Lẽ - 


From what With dere ſaid; it is moſt certain, . 


that the perſon and work of Jeſus Chriſt were ac- 


cepted of the Father; therefore it may be proper, 4 
next to enquire, for whom this work was accom. -— ü 


pliſhed, and whether © the death of Chriſt, was 
«in no other ſenſe: a ſacrifice, than as the death « 
of an illuſtrious martyr, who died in the glori- 5 
4 ous. cauſe. of truth and virtue.” I confels in- 


genuouſly, that it could have been no ſatisfaction to 


me, in the light which I view myſelf at preſent, 

to hear tell that Jeſus ſpent a perfect life, for 
vhich he was highly honoured of God, and at 
laſt, on account of his virtue, and in the defence 
hereof, againſt wicked men, N his Mr, $' Ne 5 
as a patron of devotion. © 


D 


5 « righteouſneſs of God in hiiag.“ Another remarkable 
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- Fo ſuch maſters of OY and virtue us Doctor 
| 21 * it certainly would be an aſpiring account, 

And ſuch, he, pn} others, have' endeavoured to 
make of the hiſtory of the life and death of our 
Lord. But when I confider that the ſcripture in- 
forms me, that Jeſus lived, while here on earth, 
to clothe the guilty with a righteouſneſs i in which 
they ſhall ſtand before God, and be eſteemed ſpor. 
leſs, and that he died to atone for, and make a 
7 ſatisfaction to divine and offended juſtice 
for all fin, paſt, preſent, and to come; nothing 
| can bs, more be vs eto to oy xg as a guilty 
en 


N Js 6 : 8 r n 


* ot — 3 


„ The Doctor, ſpeaking nd the moſt el of 
all truths, rhe neceſſity of an atonement and plenary 
ſuatisfaction, ſays, It can never be reconciled tn equity, 
„or anſwer any good purpoſe whatever, to make the 
** innocent ſuffer the puniſhment of the guilty.” T“ 
By comparing a paſſage of Paul's, with the above, 
and of nearly the ſame quantity of words, we may ſee 
now theſe two great men differ; and the reader muft 
be left to determine for himſelf, which of the two au- 
 thorities he ſha!) abide by. 

Paul fays, He (the Father) hath made (eprieſen, 
& conſtitüted or ordained) him Jeſus) to be ſin for us, 
who knew no fin ;. that we might be made the righ- 
© teouſneſs of God in him.” ij. Cor. v. 21. 

Here we ſee, not only an innocent perſon reputed a 
© Kiko: but MADE $IN alſo; that is, fin itſelf. And we 
| find him treated as ſuch, When (as the prophet ſpeaks) 
„ He was bruiſed for our iniquities.” But why was he 
_ thus treated! hearken ye ends of the earth, to the di- 
vine reaſon! namely, “ That we might be made the 


| ſentence of the SOctNIAN Doctor, is as follows: „ If 
any of the Ay e (ſays he) had had the leaſt notion 
ef the neceſſuy of any atonement for the ſins of man- 
kind, they could not but have expected a ſuffering | 
-C Meſſiah ; ; and yet, it is plain, the very beſt of them 
Ta: be no ſuch Wen.” See nnd of vat page 21, 
22 


N e 


ILLUSTRATION, &. uz 


wretch, deſtitute of all hopes of ever being ſaved 
by my virtue and good works. This is more har- 
monious to my ſoul, than all the muſic produced 
| by nature or art; and more ſubſtantial bliſs to my 
mind, thau the whole world itſelf can afford: yea, 
it is the beginning of that joy which paſſeth all 
underſtanding; . which no man can give, and ao 
man take away, Let us attend then, to ſome 
paſſages, where theſe exhilerating and heart re- 
newing doctrines are ſet forth, in plain and ſtriking. 
r y ET 


C 
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22. But what of all this? does this prove that they had 
not a ſufficient revelation of a ſuffering Meſſiah? barely 5 
it does not, no more than the Doctor's not be ing capable, 
or rather, perhaps, not being willing to ſee a ſuffering 
Jeſus and a righteouſneſs divine in the New Teſtament, 
proves that there are no ſuch doctrines. If we meaſure. 
| the truth, according to the ideas which the Jews had of 
the Meſſiah, we ſhall have bur little of the New Teſta- 
ment left. They never expected a Meſſiah that would 
erect a kingdom totally different from their's: nor did 
they expect that this kingdom ſhould be governed by 
heavenly power, wiſdom, and maxims; and the ſubjects 
of it, influenced by heavenly motives, inculcated by a 
heavenly prince; but rather they expected an earthly 
kingdom, to be detended. by carnal weapons, and which 
might be accommodated to policy, and governed by the 
wiidom, traditions, and maxims of men. They bad 
no idea, neither, of a Meſſiah that would caſt contempt 
on all their deyotion and worſhip—exalting only him- 
ſelf as worthy to be regarded, in oppoſition to all 
their renowned Rabbies and their traditions, Neither 
had they, in general, any ideas of one who ſhould take 
ſuch names and honours to himſelf, as ſhould-convey the 
idea of his being God, much leſs to eſteem him as ſuch. 
„Thon being a man (ſay they) makeſt thyſelf God.“ 
Upon the whole then, I think it appears plain, by ex- 
apining the Doctor's notions with. the, Jews, that he is. 
nearly as much diſappointed in a MeGiah as they were. 
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ing for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, he thall prolong 
«© his days, and the pleafefre- of the Lord Rall | $1 
WES... * proſper i in his hand. pu 


„Dan. ix. 26. | FR Rom. 4 25. Au; viü. * 
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5 2A; SCRIPTURAL” 


- With ralpeR to Chriſt's atonement for the 55 n g 
of bis choſen, we may firſt look into the iii. 2 
chapter of Ifaialy, from the 4th to the 1o:h/yerſc: | 
_ «© Surely he hath born our griefs, and carrie our ſar- V 
_ ©'rows ; yet we did eſteem him ſtricken; ſmitten Ic 

« gf God, arid afflicted. But he was wounded for 10 
41 u tranſereſſ ons : he was bruiſed for our iniquitie:: WM Fo 
_ «© the cnaſtiſement of our peace was vpn him, and le 


„with his ſffripes we are healed. He was cut off 


e ont of the land of che living: Ver the tranſareſ. Ml 
' & ſions of my people was he e And he made 10 


«© his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 40 


his death; becauſe he had done no violence, ( 
* neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it 10 


© pleaſed the Lord fo bruiſe him, he bath put him B. 
© to grief; when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an fer- I. 


After threeſcore and two weeks ſhall Mega be Wt 


6 cut off, but not for himſelf*. __ ſh 


Again; if we turn our eyes to the brighter ia: Wa 


ing of the New Teſtament, there we ſhall find this . 
capital truth, beaming forth from the full meridian . 
of revelation. In the x. chapter of John, verſe 11, . 
| Jeſus declares himfelf to be the good ſhepherd: and 2. 
he ſays, The good ſhepherd giveth his life for tile Mot 
„ ſheep As the Father knoweth me, even ſo Wy: 
„ know I the Father; and 1 lay down * life for rea 
is « the ſbeep.” Verſe 1 3 of 


Paul fays, „ He was delivered for our offences, « 2 
&« and was raiſed again for our juſtification f. And We 


again: © He that ſpared not his own Son, but de- MW * | 
« livered him up for us all .“ „ He hath made 
 « him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that we 

. e be mage the eee Gag! in net . 


* av, 


8 K * — 


— 


h lt ni. Cor. V. 21. 


but a mere account of the ſufferings of a martyr, 
or one dying to ſeal the truth of his doctrine a 
piety? I think, thoſe apoſtles who ſuffered death 


lowed the feat of martyrs, and of the firft rank 
too; yet, we never hear their death ſpoken of, as 


an atonement for fin, even not their own a much 

| leſs the fin of others. 

J But it may be ſaid, that “ Jeſus was $ the Sok of 

. « Go#, and wathed with fin, being abſolutely 
perfect, but the apoſiles were men of like paſ- 
1 


« fions with ourſelves; therefore the death of Jeſus- 
. « was looked upon in a diftinguiſhed light from 


t « any other, but not as an atonement for fin,” 
WW But if then, he was abſolutely without ſin, (which 
- | believe he was) and had none transferred or im- 
2 muted to him at the ſame time, how is it poſſible, 


lit fuck an one ſhould ſuffer from the Lord, as a 
WW juifbment due to his fins ? Where ſin is not, there 8 
e we Lord, conſiſtent with his juſtice, cannot pun- 
ſh, Therefore, we muſt either affirm, that ſin 
1 WH 1s charged and laid upen Feſus, or otherwiſe prove, 
18 45 God did not puniſh him at all, as a tranſgreſ- 
in But God did puniſh him, but not for his ewn- 
l, br for he was without guile, neither was. deceit” 
mY found 1 in his mouth. And therefore the plain matter 


%% e Not fact, and vodeniable_ conclufion, is, that ſin 


to Nos transferred and imputed to him, And fo we 
ed,“ He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 


4 ind with his ſtripes we are healed” * Thine” 1 
es, arrows ſtick faſt in me, and thy hand preſſeix Ii 
nd (eme ſore; neither is there any reſt i in * pegen, I 
le- * becauſe of my figs,” 1 „„ 


* ” * _ * 7 ri Ll Md 2 . n 


„ Plales ain, „ 


ILLUSTRATION, Ec. 20 


Now, is there nothing more in all theſe paſſages, 


in the glorious cauſe of truth and virtue, may be al- 
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130. A SCRIPTURAL 


ST _ Haw, Jeſus owns s the ſin of his nts, and 
1 calls it his own; which was the reaſon of the ar. 
rows of the Almighty ſticking faſt in him. And 
whence proceeded his dreadful agony in the garden 
of Gethſemane ;z when his ſoul was exceeding ſer. 
v rowful, even unto death? When bis ſweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground? When he prayed that the cup of 
s ſorrow might paſs from him, if it were his Fa. 
e ther's will?“ And laſtly; when in that amazing 
language, he cried out with a loud voice, ſaying, 
 « Eli, Eli, lama ſabachthani? my God, my God, 
e why haſt thou forſaken me T?“ All theſ: ſuf- 
| Ferings came from God, which undoubtedly would 
have fallen upon us for ever, as the wages due to 
Fi ſin, * if. 7eſus himſelf had nat born them away in hi 
— 14  ** own body on the tree . 
But now, thoſe who believe, inflead of theſ: 
| Fofertngs, reccive the cup of ſalvation and thank(- 
giving—having the promiſe of God, ** That, he 
will never leave them, nor forſake chem. ” Ii 
* promiſe was fulfilled, both in the apoſtles, and 
„ thoſe martyrs en ned. in the xi. chapter of 
V Hebrews, and in every martyr fince, who die in the: 
115!'! glorious cauſe of truth and virtue. For they never ! 
VWwWeeere left to cry out, my God, why haſt thou forſaken Wl © 
me, nor ſay, my ſeul is exceeding forrewful, even Ml © 
Fi. wnto death! They met death with joy, becauſe hey © 
r Knew, that Jeſus by his ſufferings, had taken away ll f+ 


11:48 its e ſo that IST Aa in the midſt of WM « 
|| ||]; | flames, 
11108 OO i or a or oe i nn Oe IA — la 
Wnt » This truth, runs as a len vein, almo through c 
11 the whole book of Pſalms. Chriſt and the church, ia 
[20 this book, murually change garments, He is called a 


ſinner, through his taking their 'unrighteouſneſs upon P. 
 hHimlelf; and they are called righteous, — bi 
= n being a Dat to mem. bu 


*** 


4; Mare. vii . 41 Pet. | u. 24. | 1 Heb. ui $ 
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ILLUSTRATION, &, 37 


flames, under the galliog teeth of ſaws, and before 
the pointed ſword: ſaying, © O death! where is 

« thy ſting? O grave! where is thy victory? The 
« ſting of death is fin; and the ſtrength of fin is 
« the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth us 
« the victory through our Lord Feſus.*” . 
_ Sin being thus taken away, by the ſhedding of 
Chriſt's blood, there is alſo a righteouſneſs pro- 
vided for the people of his love, arifing from the 
merits of his death, and life, by which they ſtand | 
complete before God, and have a legal right to fit 
down at the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. This 
righteouſneſs is called the righteouſneſs of God, 
becauſe it is every where commenſurate with the 
purity of God's law and nature; and becauſe, God 
himſelf, in our nature, wrought it out. Herein, 
is the beauty and propriety of God's taking the 
guilty into favour, and jullifying the ungodly who 
believe, Becauſe, neither holineſs nor juſtice are 
infringed, but kept pure and unviolated, This 
aton*raent and divine righteouſneſs, were the 
grand articles of the apoſtolic preaching, when 
they addreſſed the conſciences of ignorant multi- 
tudes And they proved that theſe doctrines were 


the mind of God, by the infallible and miraculous 


evidences which they had of the reſurrefion of 


directly point. Hence, Paul is ſaid to be a ſetter- 
forth of flrange gods, becauſe he preached 7eſus 
ne he A. m ĩðv EP 
and power to cvery doctrine in the Bible; particu- 
larly thoſe in the New Teſtament: For it Chriſt 
* be not riſen, {ſays Paul) then is our preaching 
* vain, and your faith vain f“ hr 
It is by the certainty of this glorious fact taking 
place in the ſoul, that this divine atonement and 


VET 


Chriſt from the dead; unto which theſe doctrines 


The truth of the reſurrection of Jeſus, gives 1 1 
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| righteouſneſs are conveyed to the nner as his own. 


know, whether Chriſt's righteouſneſs and atone. 
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And indeed, this is a very important point to 


ment are mine; or which way I am to receive well. 
grounded comfort from the Lame: 5 1 


— 


cn A p. w. 5 


7H AT I have Lorie ſaid, may be con-. 
ſidered as the general rich. or divine 
method and plan, exhibited in the word of revela - 
tion, by which God glears and juſtifies thoſe that 
are condemned. But now, I would point this di- 


vine plan and general truth, to every man's con- 


ſcience as in the fight of God, that they may Wh: 
eXamine themſelves, and know, whether they have Wl: 
lot and part in this matter; and that others, who Wk: 
We to have the ſame, may try, whether their 
hope and comfort are well grounded. 0 
It is poſſible for people (and I know it to be the 
caſe with ſome through the inſtructions of men, 
to reaſon themſelves into the knowledge of this Who! 
general truth, and yet be ignorant of it ip their ui 
own experience. They may think it right, that Wh: 
God thould clear the guilty for the ſake of his ers 
Son- that Chriſt finiſhed all for his people that Wis « 


no one will ever be ſaved, but by what he hath d 


done upon the croſs, and at the fame time, not Wis 
believe it as the certain truth of God to themſelves, Witer 
| by which they at prefent enjoy the conſciouſneſ V le 
of pardon and peace, They ſeem to know more of Win; 
the truth for others than for themſelves. The emp 
truth always appears to them at a vaſt diſtance :Wot | 
or in other words, the atonement appears to them, e 
as à well furniſhed table of proviſions, every way 

\ ſuited to the taſte; but whether they have a right 

to partake, is the queſtion. Or again; it may 

| ſeem-unto them, like unto a report of a plentiful 


Famine 


* 


| {\mined iſland, given to a certain number of them, 


| without deſcribing the perſon, rank, or qualifi- 
. cation of any in this ſtarving condition; theſe be · 
ing kept ſeeret by the beneficent hand that ſent the 
relief. Noe each inhabitant, could only, reaſon 
thus: “ It is a great ſatis faction to me, that I hear 


« of plenty, but it is heightened when I conlider, 


hat poſſibly I may be one Who ſhallſhare in the 


bounty; bat whether I cert1inly ſhall or not, is 
c got determined, which greatly damps my ſpirits 3 
a. for what will ir de to me, to believe there is a 
at ſufficiency, if after all, 1 e in che —_ 
i- ages ng i Fi 

5 mud indeed be en a wks 8 to 
y bar, that there is a ſufficient righteouſneſs and 
ve nonement for the guilty, by which, even an un- 
ho vic ver may be kept from deſpair; but the comfort 


wich the belief of the reſurrection of Jeſus brings | 
o the ſoul, is not only; that there is a righieouſ 
neſs and atonement ſufficient for finners in geperal, 

but for me alſo as fuchi If it were not ſo, the 
poſpel would not fully anſwer the demands of the 
uilty conſcience, nor be equal to irs wants: for 


mat relief would it be to one who is on the bor- 
his ers of deſpair, through the fight that he bath of 
hat s own ſinful character, and the inflexible juſtice 


nd holineſs of the great God, to be told that there 
2s' poffibility of his being ſaved, after having 
tended to the ſcripture works of faith and labour 


hands of his burdened mind; for after all his at- 


empts and aſſiduous labours in this way, he could 
ace: Pet help being laviſhly alarmed with the N. We... 
lem, Ning dammed at laſt. 
way W But on the other hand, if he really 8 the 
ight ruth of the free proclamations of the goſpel, to 
may ers, that whoſoever believeth his juſtified, and ſhall 
ful erer come into condemoation, he would find him» 
to r delivered from this ſpirit of bondage, and that, ; 
neden beſpel, as Fay. anſwered, * demands of the 


' „ 


f lcve, This would not by far, anſwer the de- 


5 of it in his word? And do you ſo underſtand the 


onſneſs to make you perfect, with life and immor. 


Miſtake me not, for I am not endeavouring tq, 


OED < JIE at 


= firong deſire of the mind, that Chriſt died fol 
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_ guilty PE PIT as Chtift's death atoned for fin; 
and is as fully adequate to its wants, as Chriſt 
| obedience was to the divine law. 80 that no man 
can juſtly object againſt believing theſe things, on 
_ account of that ſcantineſs which appears in the work 
of Jeſus, and the declarations concerning the free. 
dom thereof to the chief of ſinners. To bring 
the matter to a point then, is this: Do you belicre 
with the heart, that Jeſus was raiſed from the dead, 
according to the evidence which God hath given 


ſpiritual nature of this reſurrection, that you find 
a a ſufficient atonement for your ſins, and a Trighte- 


tality conveyed to your ſoul by the report thereof! 


work up your mind into a fond and preſumptuous 
aſſurance, that Chriſt died for you in particular, 
before you have a ſolid foundation for thinking ſo, 
from the divine teſtimony, The ſpirit of God b 
this ſame teſtimony, bearing witneſs with you 
_ fpicit, that you are a 20 and a joint heir with 
3 Se ? 
Some think it faith, A. the . of ul 
too, when they cin perſuade themſelves from 4 


them; or by a ſtrong act of the ſoul, by which. 

| (as they ſay) they appropriate Chriſt and all hi ye 
|  benefitsto themſelves. A mighty act indeed! Buhs 
the Apoſiles of the Lamb, whom I count betteMfith; 


judges than they, repreſent Faith in a far more fi 
ple, and yet more powerful light than this. The 


Avent it of all acts and motions? ae an 
| FOO mak 


n 


_— — 


ln point of our W with God, in the matt 
9 juſtification, but after this, they repreſent faith, as bf 
| Ing productive of every good word and work; and 
_ followed by acts of ſound. devotion, and clothed wi 

* motions . obedience and profound . 


— 


we Chriſt and his reſurrection from the dead. 
Thus 


—— — 


WY 


* 


Q is not in the original. 
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ILLUSTRATION, se. 33 


| make it to be the ſimple belief, of the ſimple truth, 
which they ſimply and undiſguiſedly declared, con- 


aul proceeds to bring this matter of impor» 
tance to an iſſue, in the minds of his hearers at 
Antioch“; after having gradually led their minds 
from God's manner of dealing with the children of 
Iſrael from Egypt to Canaan, and from that, to 
David their king, who was a type of Jeſus, from 
whoſe line, according to the fleſh, Jeſus came. 
Then he leads them to the preaching and miſſion 
of John the baptiſt, who was the forerunner of 
jeſus: and at length he comes to Jeſus, and ſays, 
„When the Jews had fulfilled all that was written 
« of him, they took him down from the tree, and 
laid him in a ſepulchre, (mark the apoſtle's ex- 
"ultation} but God raiſed him up from the dead” 
jc truth and certainty of which reſurrection, he 
proves from the agreement of the prophecy of it, 
In the ii. and iii. Pſalms, with the fact which then 
took place, which he, and the reſt of the apoſtles, 
ere eye witneſſes of. This truth, is what he calls 
00D NEWS, or GLAD T1DINGsS. Hence he ſays, 
' Be it-known unto you therefore, men and breth- 
'ren, that through this perſon+ is preached unto | 
jou the forgiveneſs of fins: And by him all that 
believe are juſtified from all things, from which 
ye could be not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” 
dis is bringing the matter to an iſſue indeed] for 
ther we are at this time diſbelieving theſe truths, 
ad ſo juſtly condemned of God, or we are views. 
Ip the ſuitableneſs and beauty of them to our own 
us —believing them, and fo are juſtified from al! 
lt, The apoſtle Peter, preaches the ſame truth, _ 


{1 put perſon, inſtead of alan, becauſe the word 
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in 8 proves the reſurrection, {4 
Paul does) for he ſays, they (the apoſtles) eat aud 
Adrank with. him, after he roſe from the dead: uud 
then, he as it were, calls in -all the prophets, 10 
vouch the ſame ever memorable and bleſſed doc- 
trine. To him (chat i is Jeſus) gave all the prophets 
_ witneſs, that through his NAME.,,W HOSOEVER 
"5 BELIEVETH in Hine ha receive. the. vents ton 


„ 


n will be proper to note another particular pal. 
| age to our purpoſe; and that is, in our Lord 
diſcourſe to Nicodemus, where he illuſtrates our 


preſent point of regeneration to this ruler of the 
Jews, by ſetting forth his own reſurreckion under 


the Amilitude o the. brazen ſerpent, which Moſe 
erected an a pole in the wilderneis, that by looking 
Unt it, the children of Ifrae! might be healed d 
| the bite which they had received, from the fic 
flying Cee 9 as a judgment For tale: murmuiig 
© Wan 


4 
. 141. I ? 


In like manner our Lord te tells us, he himſelf 1 Wal 


N lifted: up, That /Ww HOSOEVER BELIEVETH 1 
% mins, ſhould not periſh, but haye everlallin 
eee coy | 


» What was it that made the Ne of Igel a 


to the brazen. ſerpent, but becauſe God had order 
it, and promiſed, that by it they ſhould live? Ant 
are we not all by nature, ſtung by the old ſerpen 
the devil ? yes, we are, whether we: belicve it o 
not. And what can cure the mortal and dreadf 


wound, hut looting unto. Feſus :. ** * Beholding him « 


. 1 7 the e of God, which taketh. away the V tn of th 


68. world? 
And again z what gives us « hd and affords 


5 a folid foundation for looking or believing on il 
riſen Jeſus? and to ſay, he died for me—he 10 
that I might live ? furely not our ou qualific 


tions or inherent righteouſneſs! ſurely not 08 


ſenſibility of fin, or the motions of our heart 10 


wards FOR as but. our fone: and, 1 9 


PLUS TAA Tom, Kee, 37 


for theſs | is, becauſe God hath given his word and 14 
oath, that whoſoever telieveth on'Feſus, pull not be | 
aſhamed.” This ie the precious corner: tone, ane 
4 ſure foundation laid in Zions.“ The Ifraclites 
had.nothing ia them, or about them, that could 
afford them a ſure reaſon of hope for life, after 
they were ft ung. but on che contrary, what they 
felt from As erpent, afforded them a ſure token 
of death, until they, from what God had ſaid by 
pal Moſes, ſimply looked on the brazen ferpent; Which 
was entirely without them, being a thing, publicly | 
ſet up in the camp. 80, every. finner, that ever 
was, or ever will be ſaved, is faved by that which 


10 was done without him finiſhed upon che croſs, : 
7 vithout the Br of Jeruſalem, and ſimply believed 
\ Wl bf bi: For it is the will of God, chat every 


dne Which ſeeth the Son, and believeth en yy 
may have everlaſting life $90 156; 1 


| Again; we have from theſe pa Tages Alten 

17 quoted, not only a ſure foundation for — 
K and believing on the riſen Jeſus, but alſo, for fa D 
4 ing, he died for me; becauſe we find in them ſueh 


phraſes as theſe: By him ALL that believe are Juſti- 

fied, &c.—— W roS0EVER believeth in him ball re. 

| ceive remiſſion of int. WrosoEvVER believeth in 
tim ball not periſh — Wros0EvER belitveth en 
Jeſus, ſhall not be aſbamed;—-EverT ONE which 
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FP ſeeth the Son, and believeth'on him,” &c. Now theſe- | 
19 proclamations are ſo general to men of all ranks w 1 
i and characters, that they excſude none, bur teſtify | 
„ee them, that if they believe on Jeſus, they ſhall '? 
de faved;, They do not in the leaſt hint of any * 


qualificati ions in the nner, as be ing neceſſary to 


9634 — ee * 
* 1 ** * 
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oat warrant him to believe: the only warrant is, God's | 
e rol laying WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH, c. According 1 | 
6c} modern times, theſs paſſages ſhould have been * 
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4 SCRIPTURAL, 


90 ok 1. FER and who deſires above all IR to be 
©< intereſted in Chriſt, if you are well affured that 
this is the caſe with you, i believe, and be ſaved.” 
It is-caſy to ſee, that if che goſpel had been thus 

orded, it could not be called a free goſpel, as in 
| ck a caſe, it would only bear its benign ajpett 1 10 
ſome diſtinguiſhing. characters. I could not ſay to 
my fellow ſinner, the goſpel is as free for you as 
for me, unleſs I ſaw ſome change in him to good: 
and if, I could not do this, the goſpel cannot be 
| faid 1g, be free, nor good, * to the guilty. But 


A does Paul ſay to Timothy? he fays, „It is 


* a faithful ſaying, that Chriſt Jeſus came. into the 
60 world to {ave finners,” of whom, I am chief.” Here 
Paul, not omly declares the comfortable truth that 
= died for ſinners i in general, but that he died 
- fax chi ſelf alſo as ſuch, He leaves no room for 
us way ppoſe that he knew that Chriſt died in 
particular for him, from his becoming a better 
man, or from any ſuppoſed good marks and ſigns 
al, xepentance , withinz for while he thus views 
the facred victim being offered up to God for him, 

at the lame time, he ſees himſelf the chief of ſin- 
ners, of whom (ſays he), I am chief, (now at this 
preſent time,) Therefore, to be coolly and ratio- 
nmallz, as well as, ſcripturally aſſured before God, 


that Chriſt died for me, doth nor at all ſuppoſe a 


ſinleſs Rate of perfection. No; the moſt guilty it 
may be aſſured through faich | in Jeſus, Nor 
do we ſtand in need of an articulate. and audi- 
vile, voice from heaven, to declare our part in 
Chrise death. Neither can we blame the ſcriptures 
as being deficient: in this point, becauſe our parti- 


_ cular:pame and ſurname, are not mentioned there: 


for all che advantages which would flow from theſe 
being faund in ſcripture, in point of aſſurance, are 
made up to us, equally as ſtrong and evident, if 
not more ſo, by other means which God hath been 
1 to ordain for that purpoſe. Firſt ; the in- 


8 of * er in * ee of 
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TLEUSTRATION, Kc. 39 


pirdon to ſinners. | Secondly ; the univerſallity of 
theſe proclamations ; not deſcribing the characters 
of any as different” from the reſt, but calling rhem - 
all without diſtinction, by the name, ſinner. And 
thirdly ; theſe two particulars, that is to ſay, the 
jnfallibiliry and univerſality of the proclamations 
of pardon, are Pointed to rhe ſinner's conſcience, 
by the unerring ſpirit of. truth; ſo that he cannot 
deny: their forcible evidence, bat receive them with 
all readineſs of mind, as ſuitable and belonging tio 
himſelf; Thus he draws the concluſion ; God hatlt 
raiſed his Son Jeſus from the dead, and declared 
him to be the Saviour of ſinners, even the chief; 
and hath alfo infallibly promiſed, that whoſnever 
| believes this truth, as it flands connecteg with 
Chriſt's character, offices, and work, ſhall be faved, 
without regard to their goodneſs.” Therefore 1 — 
lie ve, though Tam the chief of finners,-yet tlirou gu 
the name, fees, and work of Jeſus, I ſhall be 
ſaved from all my fins, and ſhare in his refurrec- | f 
tion, I cannot queſtion my right to believe, becaule 
God hath faid, whoſoever, &c. which includes or 
name as a Goger—1 have no reaſon to exclude my. 
ſelf from being one of thoſe for whom Chriſt died, 
if I believe with the heart that God hath raiſed 
jeſus from the dead; becauſe he ſays, he that bet 
lieveth Hall never come into condemnation; and del: 
cribes all his theep, for whom he died, under this 
character: but to the Jews, he ſaid, « Ye believe [i 
not, b-cauſe ye are not-of my Peep? Neither || 
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2 can I doubt, while I am believing theſe things, but 1 
res = | 
rü. bat Lam Juſtificd, and in due time ſhall reign _ 1 
re: ih Chriſt ; ſeeing that the ſame infallible ſpeaker, 
ele ho gives good ground for the chief of finners tw WF! 
are believe, does allo declare, that ſuch are juſtified. * 8 
2 * By him, all who believe are Juſtiſed from all | 
* * things, from which ye could not be juſtified bßß 
1 2 the of of Moſes +.” From Which He is cen, 4 1 


ets e eee eee ee that 


14 


John x. 26. + Acts Xii. 28. 


* 


FY 


964 8 C RIPTUR AL. 
that my own juſtification and ſatyarion, is as fall 
aſcertained to my conſcience, as the truth of the 
fact of the reſurrection: is itſelf; or that Chi iſt died 

and role again for the. e of any ous 
N 

If chat. popular ind leading man 3 the 
1 Mr. Robert Barclay, had known and ex- 
perienced this truth, we ſhould not have heard m 
ſuch blaſphemy as is ends in the following ct 
words; Where be is endeavouring to undermine v 
the abſolute neceſſiiy of the knowledge of ſcripture pl 
| hiſtory, in order to the knowledge of ſalvation, and A 
introduce, what he calls amore ſurè way, if not the Wl (p 
only way namely, the workings of the ſpirit, with- WM 

out regard to revelation. His words are theſc : v. 

Moreover, that which of all is moſt needful for Will i; 
© him to know, to wit, whether he really be in the Wil 


« faith, and an heir of ſalvation, or no, the ſcrip- Wn 
4 ture can give him no CRY in, neither caa WF by 
7 it be a rule to him,“ . N cot 


I vould aſk then, what can be a "ul to 147 and fr. 
What! it is, which coaveys the knowledge of ſalva, Wi: 
tion to my ſoul, if the ſcriptures do not? Can bis cot 
ſecret ſpirit do it? He anſwers in the afficmative in Wi: 
ſeveral places, but I am perſuaded it cannot. It Miro 

may indeed give ſome kind of knowledge, but it Net 
can only be a deception ; for th true ſpirit of God, is 

4 only breathes by the written word which he dic- or 
tated. 80 our Lord promiſed to his diſciples, be- Wiru 
fore he left this world; that he ſpirit ſbould guide Whoi: 
ibem into all truth. I his divine agency, never once Wil 
in ſcripture, operates in any other mode, reſpect· Wk w. 
ing matters of ſalvation, ' The prophets were in- Wvi: 
_ + fpired of God, but ir was, that they might declare, 
in human language,” the mind of God to the peo: Wien 
ple. And which way did the prophets themſclves W* lic 
underſtand God? They underſtood him by dreams, 
viſiont, voices, and hieroglyphick forms, from which 
they gathered their res: of the truth, and the 


_ NN Une them. from miſuaderſtan 


vg 


ft 


ing theſe forms, and kept them impreſſed upon 
their mind, that they might not loſe them. 80 


fuſion, or without ideas. 


them taught, in a miraculous way, the knowledge 


res if he had ſpoken in Greek. 05 | 
je God could, and might, have orought his pepe. 
» Wo glory, without any written revelation, merely 
10 by inward operations, without any. rational ideas 


conveyed thereby: but then, at the ſame time, I 
ad WM firmly believe, this could not be, conſidering things 
2 Wi they really are; both with reſpe& to our natural 
his Wl conſtitution before the fall, and our condition and 
in White, after the fall. Theſe muſt have been different 


from what they are now; for as we are, the word 


be- Itvation, being now, ſince the fall, placed una- 
tide Noidably in the midſt of error and deli ian, diſtin- 
oce evi truth from falſehood, without the medium of 
ect · Wi vritten word, addreſſed to our reaſoning powers; 
in- Wvicreby we know, what is from God, and what 
arc, from the devil, and our own wicked imaginations. 
Hence John addreſſes the church, “ Beloved, be- 


| they are of God; becauſe many falſe prophets 
' are gone out into the world“ Chap. iv. 1—6. 


E. 3: 3 


TLLUSTRATTON, &, 4 


that it is moſt clear, that both-prophets and peo- 
ple, were taught in an ideal form, and not by i in- 


When: we come down to the apoſtles, we find : 


of different languages; to the intent, that they 
might communicate ideas of the truth, to various 
countries, But why all this! if men were wrought. 
upon by the ſpirit, without regard to the princi- 
ples of rationallity, and ideas of ſcripture truth! 
According to this Paul might have ſtood up, and 
ſpoken in the Hebrew language, to a company of 
Grecians, and exhorted them to follow the light 
vithin, and it might have anſwered the fame end | 


: * 
* * 
: 
, : 
0 . 1 i 
” 7 
: 7 
; : $ 
. n 
21 * 
, l 
7 
: 1 o 
' * = « : 
+I 
: 1 
18 + 
i 2 2 pr 
: : 
T 
; © 
a * 
X 
2 
Y 
i 
7 b . 
of 
zz 
* 
* 
J 
14 
* 


4 
5 
f 
x 
: 
bv 


- 
. 
; 
+ 8B 
'Y 
£ . 
1 


of revelation, ſeems, yea, is abſolutely neceflary, | 
is being moic ſuited to our internal frames as ra- 
lional beings. We could not, in our preſent IN 


* lieve not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether | 


tle 1 in che Ns verſe T_T near, what the Sd 
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A SC RIPTURAI. 


ſtandard of truth is: “ We (the apoſtles) are of 
„God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he 
that is not of God heareth us not. Hereby kn 
„ wwe / ginoſhomen; or diſtinguiſh we } the ſpirit of 
„ truth, and the ſpirit of error” 
There is therefore, no ſalvation for any who do 
not with all their ſouls, adhere to the apoſtolic 
doctrine; much leſs for thoſe who deſpiſe and con. 
temn the written teſtimony of God. © He that 
& believeth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs 
© in himſelf; he that believeth not God, hath 
et made him a liar, becauſe he believeth not the 
1 xecord® (teſtimony or witneſs) that God gave of 
c his Son.“ This record, - teſtimony, or witneſs, 
which every belicver hath in himſelf, is no other 
than the word of God, the incorruptible ſced, 
which liveth and abideth for ever, by the power 


„ ate hn, a 


L — 
» 


nnn ing hind rt ior li 
lle farther adds, as an argument againſt the a: 
certainty of ſcripture about one's own ſalvation, th 
el find the promiſes, I find the threatenings in ] 
e the ſcripture; but who telleth me that the one th 
4 belongeth to me more than the other? Th m 

_ &« ſcriptures give me a mere declaration of thei f. 
© things, but make no application; ſo that the a ſo 
' ſumption. muſt be of my own making, thus it 
Tae word marturia, ſignifies, a teſtimony, recor rig 
or witneſs, 4 It ſignifies to witneſs a thing with clca of 


© perſpicuous, and plain Words; openly and lerioul 
© to. afirm ſomething; and to confirm. it by a pub! thi 


3 profeſhon.” — Leigh's Critica ſaera That this lo. 
> 3 rang, means the written word, is farther eviceßg cor 
from what John ſays in his goſpel, chap. xix. 35, e be 


de is ſpeaking of the crucifixion of Jeſus, he ſays, AA 

he that {aw it bare record, and his (-marturia) recol 
d true: and he knoweth that he ſaith true, that a 
TP l . 


=. 


4b Jay, ww. Pig 


ILLUSTRATION, & 43 


15 as for example: I find this orogoficion in wha 
« ſcripture; he that believeth ſhall be ſaved: 

« thence I-draw the aſſumption, but I Robert Bar- 
te clay believe; therefore I ſhall be ſaved. The 
« minor is of my own making, and not exprefſed 


«in ſcripture; and a human concluſion, not a 
« divine poſition z ſo that my faich and aſſurance 
« here, is not built upon a ſcripture propoſition, 
« but upon a human principle; which unleſs I be 

« ſure of e/ſewhere, the ſcripture gives me no cer- 


« tainty in the matter®.” 


Mr. Barclay, from theſe words, ee him- 


ſelf, at the time when he wrote them, to be an 
unbelie ver: for had he believed the promiſes and 


threatenings, in the ſcripture light of them, he 


would have found as much reaſon for believing 


the one as the other; or in other words, for be- 
lieving juſtification by the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, 
and forgiveneſs through his name, as for believing _— 


the threatenings of God's curſe due to fin... 


I would aſk, why it is, that men are ſo apt to take ⁵⁶ 
the threatenings ro themſelves, and put the pro 
\miſes far from them? except on theſe two accounts: 7 
firſt; moſt inen are conſcious of guilt, and have 
ſome natural dread about the ' puniſhment due to 


it; therefore when they read, or hear the. ſcrip- 


ture, that part of it which threatens ſinners, ap- 
plies itſelf to them, and they cannot but own they 
are guilty. Secondly; all men being deſtitute of 
righteouſneſs ſufficient to challenge the perfection 
of deity, and, finding, after all their attempts after 
per tection, ſome remains of fin charging them, 
they cannot but doubt, whether the promiſes de- 


long to them. So it ſeems, this gentleman bad 


found the ſcriptures without any thing more, ſyf- 
ficient to certify hun and others of wrath and con- 
_ — demnaiion, 
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 falvation and juſtification, attended with joy and 
Peace arifing therefrom, this, he aſſerts the ſcrip. | 
| tures cannot give, but are a mere declaration of theſe n 


demnation, even without his particular name being 
mentioned; but as to the knowledge of one's own 


things, but make no application. But why do they Maid 


make no application? The anſwer is obvious be. Wc 


ſhall be ſaved ? If then I believe this, according 

to its full meaning and import, as the Holy Ghoſt, 
ha th in other ſcriptures illuſtrated it, ſurely I muſt 
© have a ſufficient ground for believing, that in God's. 
ov time and Way, I, who thus believe, hall be 


as true and infailible as the former? for he that 
gives this univerſal proclamation, by che indifinite 
term Ex, not only declares by it, that all kinds of 
| ſinners may believe, but that all kinds of ſinners who 


cauſe they are not believed? For whenever theſe Wir 


things are received as the very, and eternal truths Wl ab; 
of God, they effectually work“. . 


Again; is it not a truth, that he that believer « 41 


ſaved. For is not the latter part of the propoſition, 


do believe, ſhall be ſaved. Therefore, Mer. Barclay is 


the favourites of heaven; therefore we draw the 
aſſumptioa, that God was really ſo; while Jeſus at 
the ſame time, confidently affirmed, They were 

<<. of their father the devil +.” Now in this inſtance, 
the minor was of their own making; for they had 
no ſcripture right to call God ſo. But when God 


4 


helf. ii. 13. + John viii. 47, 44 - 


wrong in his Jogic;z for the aſſumption or minor, 
is not drawn from the perſuaſion that I believe, bu W— 
from the authority of the ſpeaker, and the infal- 
libility of his word, being God who cannot lie. 
The above gentleman's manner of concluſion, Me, , 
is formed, as if we believed that the ſcriptures af · 
ford us fuch premiſes as theſe; the Phariſees con- 


fidently called God their father, and themſclves 


that h 
wal x 
: 

5 AAcclareth WW we 


- 1 


dnfing 


[ſumption is of God's owa making, and not 
drawn from the good opinion the belicver has of 


ſaid it. 80 that the belicyer has no occafion to 
ſeek elſewhere for the divine aſſurance of his own 


* able alſo ta perform+.” _ 


the ſcriptures for the knowledge 6f ſalvation, that 


o Wot the doctrine of ſuch men $ who direct their 
is l.. og 6 19S {x1 2. +. ONS: 
1 „ = 
1 ———— —— 


* In Hebrews x. 
full aſſurance. % 


a metaphor bo; rowed from ſhips which are carried 
f- WW with full fail, and lignifies a moſt certain perſuaſion 


o ſacrifice his Son ! becauſe God commanded it, & Ac- 


£ 


4 Wit he ſhould have a Son though there were no na- 
1d Ural probability of its coming to paſs—1 | is own body, | 
hund Sarah's. womb, being dead.” Rom vi. 19. 


+ Romans iy. 21. 
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ILLUS RATIO N, » &c, 45 
leclareth, that he who believes ſhall be ſaved, the 


his own ſtate or character, but becauſe God hath 


alration,: (as our Author would ſuggeſt) for like 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, he ir fully . 
jrrſuaded®, that what God hath promiſed, he is 


It'is this looking ſomewhere elſe, rather than to 


mkes ſo many profeſſors of religion, go without 
this ineſtimable bleſſing : for not being ſatisfied 
vith the record that God hath given of his Son, 
they are continually looking for aſſurance elſe - 
here — ſome after dreams and viſions, others after 
voices and ſecret whiſperings, ſudden alarms and 
extraordinary operations: all Which, are the effects 


c, 22, the Ga - nd 10 3 
Nene is (ſays a learned my 8 


' of the truth.“ See then this pattern and father of 
be faithful! how his faith carries him to mount Moriah, 


counting that God was able to raiſe him. up, 1700 E 
from the dead.“ Ibid xi. 19. And behold his faith. 
hich prevented his ſtaggering at the promile of God 


t 1 would not be underſtood, as though I meant to 
fine the charge of ſuch kind of doQrines to Mr. 7 5 ; 
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i . 6 WE in 1 heart: 4 that | 5 the word of faith which 


1 to wait t and, expect ſomething more than 


A will not hear them, neither will they be perſuaded 
& though one roſe From the dead*” Some require 1 


= or, who thall dend into the azep ? (that is, to 


5 as and nis friends, ihe Quakers ; for we need not bi 


We ſhall both hear and ſee the effects of the ſame doc: 


| 5 while they. are led by the influence of the follou in 


46 A SCRIPTURAL 


the ſcriptures, to give them the knowledge of fu. 
vation. When Dives requeſted an extraordinary 
work from Abraham, that he ſhould ſend Lazarus 
from the dead, to convince his five brethren of 
_ their folly, the anſwer to him was:“ They have 
* . Moſes and the prophets,” let them hear them.” Bu 
our anſwer to ſuch who require any thing but the 
RL teſtimony, may be more copious3 for nov 
they have not only Moſes and the prophets, but 
 alfo our Lord J-ſus* and his apoſtles: and if they 


Tra, and others wiſdom; but what faith paul! 
Say not ja thine heart, who ſhall aſcend into hi. 
< ven? (that is, fe bring Chrift diwn from abovi 


bring Chrift again from the dead) but what faith 
un jr? [HE Woup Is NIGH THEE, in thy month, 


180 79e 


tits . 7 VE * K — 


7 N * N * 


to ga to Mr. Weſſzy and his friends, the Methodiſts, and 


irine. Many may be found among them, who at 
b ſome particular and inward revelation, diſtind 
from the outward word, in order that they may kno 
the forgiveneſsof their fins ; the purſuit of which, ſeem 
to be the ſpring of their devotion, and the ruling motive 
13 all their worſii p, from time to time. If any one 
| ſpeaks of the abſolute neceſſity of underſtanding th 
Written word, in order to ſalvation, and of Cerivingal 
comfort and j joy from what God hath ſpoken in his wors| 
" they are ready to condemn him for denying the wor 
of the ſpirit, and brand him with names of their ow 
de viſing. But what beiter can we expect from the people 


, advanced by their principle, leader! ? In de 


. cri 
„ Luke vi. ET 


that God-hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt 
« be laved.; For with the heart a man -belitveth 
« unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confe N on is 
6 made unte falvation®.”. _ 


is [ have before hinted, And therefore 1 would 
have ſuch people know, that whenever ſee things 
na poor anger, which afford me ground to think 


des a believer, 1 immediately aſel ibe it to God, or 
the effects of the teaching of the ſpirit And 1 


would likewiſe have them to know, that whenever 


[ ep ec with 2 word, and that he 
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INWARD VOICE,OF Gop, ſay ing be of good chear, 


be born again. 7 See ſermons on ſeveral &tcaſions, 
y Mr. 2 pages 32, 42. Here are two thin 
ch have a bad tendency, and directiy 0 =. © 
be apuſt u lic doctrines. Firſt ; the apoſtles never di 


rol 
l 
" 
We 
ing 
t 
Ty 


Wyht the unregenerate to pray, knowing that withot, 
ith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: therefore Peter fa 
Simon Magus, Repent, (i. e.) Lake and Lcd 
% &e, ans viii. N i. 6 


5 Roman, x. ie. 


ILLUSTRATION, Ke. 47 | 


# preach. | That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth. 
ache Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thy heart, 


Bur here, I wiſh, I may not be charged b the. 
lifaffetted, ; with denying, the work of the ſpirit, 


[hear a man however eminent in the eyes of ihe 

vorld, lay claims to the ſpirit's work in the moſt 
wofident, manner, if he- does not pay dve regard 7 
to aſſert. as confidently, that the divine Jpirit is 


_ teaches 


ibing 15 becks of the PIERS he ſays, ec His | 
(ears being opened, he is now capable of hearing the 


' thy (ins. are ſorgiven thee.” At the cloſe of this 
ermon, he alſo A 8 the unregenerate thus: Let 
this therefore, if you have not already experienced 
this INWARD wok or Gop, be your continua! 
prayer: Lord, add this to all my bleſſings, let ine 


ed their hearers to look for an inward voice, bi 
o beſie ve the report of the goſpel, Second; they neve _ 
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teaches vo other things than Moſes and the pro. 
phets ſaid ſbould come—that he works by no other 
means then by the written word, I conſider all his 
_ claims and experience, in the light that Paul fpeak', 
in his ii. epiftle to the Theſſalonians. © As, 
1 frong delufion, that he ſhould belirve à lie. That 
* "he may be damned, 'who believeth not the truth, 
* but hath pleaſure in unrig hteouſneſs.” Ver. 11, 11. 
It is the uniform language of the New Teftament, 
in thoſe paſſages where the ei tes are ſaid to be 
' Tegenerated, that it was 1 not 'only by the 
a N but the word alſo * and that the grand mit- 
18 which this word contains and conſtaniiy refen 
to is the fact of the reſurrettion of Fefus. © 
Peter very beautifully and conciſeſy, deſcribe 
cheſe three fundamental things, that is to ſay, The 
work of God upon the ſoul; the fact of ther 
| ſurrection; and the word, by which , the knowledge 
of this fact is conveyed to the ſoul, <« Blefſed be 
„the God and father of our Lord Jeſvs Chriſt 
ho, according to his abundant, mercy, batl 
c pepotten. us, again uno a (zoſan) living hope 
by the reſurrettion of Feſus Chriſt from the dead — 
1 2 Being born, again, not of corruptible ſeed, but 
& ot incorruptible, by the word of Gd, which livet 
and abideth far , euer. "And this is the word which 
9 bp the Salpel is een unto e gh 
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CHAP. v. 


'A ING now bet forth 'oke! ft vlefling 6 
Þ I. regeneration, or the doctrine of juitifica 
s tion in its ſeveral branches, and the way by whicl 

it is effected, it will be proper next, to go on d 
ſhew what the ſecond bleſſing or part is, as pre 
. . in the AN * e 3 1 
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i. Peter iii. 23 and 25. 


# 


is of a privative nature, taking away guilt and 


ILEUsTRAT TON, &. 49 


The firſt part relates to man after the fall, and 


t 

is MW damnation due to it: but this fecond part or bleſ- 
dag of regeneration, which is at preſent to be 
coaſidered, reſpects thé ſtate of man before the 
at fall. In other words, the firſt is what God hath 
b, Lone for his people by his Son, while they were 


I, eta 1 oy 
wem by his spirit, afrgg/ they Naive with the heart 


heMcomes? to, them while they are enemies, and diſ- 
u- covers to them that God is well pleaſed for his Sons 


Wake; ſo the ſecond comes to them while they are 


them into the likeneſs of Gd. 


enemies; but the ſecond is what God worketh in 


beliexed unto righreouſneſs. And as the firſt 


$ 
« 
F 
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friends, to prepare them for heaven, and transform 


Tor uſe a ſimilitude: - A prince tranſgreſſes the 
urs of his father, for which he is ſent to priſon; 
t ſometime after, his father and ſovereign, is 
cited to mercy, and ſends a meſſenger with a 


i WWv'icico account of his pardon, ſealed by his own 
nah ad. The exiled prince peruſes the contents of 
ope Wb: writing, and knows his father's hand; finding 
1d, We contain, not only a free diſcharge of his of- 
dalfſoces, but full liberty granted him to viſit his 


ag the time of his impriſonment, I ſuppoſe him 


ng of); fo chat it becomes neceſſary for him to be in- 
ſtificaded again into the court language, dialect, and 
which hions, before he can enjoy the preſence of his 
on ber, and the company which he now has a right 
s prof So likewiſe, when a finner is juſtified through | 


Thi 


ul not come into condemnation. , 


5 5 


e knowledge of the finiſhed work of Jeſus, he 
free from the condemnation of the law, and 


ther and enjoy his preſence; with a promiſe to A 
| the bleſſings he can poſſeſs him with, and every 
onour that can be conferred upon him. But du- 


have loſt the court language and manners, by 
10g corrupted through his fellow priſoners, and _ 
hereby reduced to a ſtate of rudeneſs and peaſan- 


. 
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| by promiſe, to the heavenly inheritance;—and 
though, he ſtand compleat in Chriſty in the impu- 
tative ſenſe, as ſoon as he believes, yet, there are 


imply juſtification ; by which bleſſings of divi 
life, lovs, and grace, his foul is enlarged gradually 


which is Cod himſelf in open viſien and perfect glory 
Some writers have made regeneration to conſiſt of 


of the law, as unconcerned with it. Theſe laſt 
_ repreſent the new birth as prior to juſtification 
fo that a man may be born of God, and not it 


à fruit thereof, or a ſtate attained to, only by thei 
obedience. But the ſcriptures never countenanc 
any ſuch doctrines; for they always ſpeak of jul 
tißication as the very firſt bleſſing of regeneraion 
and that before this, a man is in a ſtate of con 
dempation. He that believeth not is condemn 
& already, becauſe he hath not believed in the nam 

of the only begotten Son of God“ _ 


i be cited, it is clear, that there is no ſuch thing 
regeneration before juſtification; and it is equal 
s clear, that there is no Juſtification prior to be 

luceving the report and record of God concernin 


tion cannot go together; neither can a ſtate. « 
_ juſtification and unbelief go together, or coincic 
wich each other. The former of theſe: are but 

very few indeed, -who begin, with regeneration | 
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But though ne be thus freed- from the bondage 
of. the law, wherein he was held, and has a right 


higher bleſſings to be communicated to him than 
for the enjoyment of this heavenly inheritance 


nothing more than juſtification; while others hart 
left juſtification by faith in Jeſus, without the deed 


ſtate of juſtiſication; ſuppoſing juſtification to 


From this paſſage, and many others that migl 
his Son. A ſtate of regeneration and condemn 


juſtification; ſome of whom, are to be highly e 


£60560 * their works 1 but it is 1 


8: John | 111. 18. 


ILLU TRATION, Kc. Fr 


they are deficient'in this reſpect, in not leading our 
miads beyond juſtification, to that more abundant 
life which is in Feſus Chriſt. This is that life which 
Adam himſelf, even while in à ſtate of "innocence 
and moral rectitude, was ignorant of: for as there 
was no revelation of this celeſtial life, nor the open- 
ings of the Father's bofom of eternal love and in- 
finite delight, reſting upon, and ſhining in, the 
jerſon of his Son; therefore it was not poſſible. 
that Adam ſhould know theſe, and conſequently. 
dot enjoy them. And T believe, I may venture to 
by more, and that is, if Adam had been favoured: 
tha revelation of theſe exalted truths, he would 
ot have received them, without a change of na- 
ture being paſſed upon him; for Paul tells us, Me 
u of the earth, earthy. Now therefore it was 
npofſivle that he could enjoy the Father in bis 
vineſs, without a ſpeeial union to the Lord Jeſus 
om heaven, the quickening ſptrit + © For as is (he 
earthy, ſuch are they allo that are earthy: and. 
2s is the heaven'y, ſuch are they alſo that are 
heavenlyf.“ From theſe circumſtances, it may 
pear to the impartial mind, that Adam ſtood in - 
red of regeneration, and that the ſame words 
hich Jeſus uttered with all ſolemnity to Nieode- 
bus, E have been in truth, ſpoken to Adam. 
F 2 e 28 wi 5 
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* It may hs objeRted "TORY that 1 paul is | hawk "2 
tire of the reſurreion at the laſt day, and not re- 
eneration, I believe ſo; but you will allow, that Paul 
breaks alſo of the nature in which they riſs; namely, 
Friſt's, the ſecond. Adam: for he is not ſpeaking of all 
nkind, but of believers only, when he ſays, „(As 
wt have born the image of the earthy, we ſhall alſo 
dear the image of the heavenly j'! that is, in body: 
in their intellectuals they bore the image of Chriſt 
N. in ſome meaſure ; but then, both ſoul ale _ 
be © raiſe.) in full perfection. 


t q Cor. xv. 4. 


2 


r 
a. - '” 
— 


: * 
1 - = —— 2 
* ng > * . 0 
nnn. ² ͤ LT ̃u—ꝛ pu A Iesz,v a9 WR 1 4 
x , ” ' actos ho rhe 


— "05 yang 
EA ogra TY i on 
** 


52 A 8CRIFPTOURAT 
—Perily, verily, 1 ſay unto thee, except'@ man (1 
Cod, VT 


to effect in Adam, as in Nicodemus ; Adam had 
no ſindto be taken away, being morally vpright; 
And therefore he would not have ſtood in need of 
Juſtification, but the, whole would have conſiſted 


ſoul, in that way which would have ſeemed good 


curſe, and liable to cxerpal damnation z and there- 


namely, forgiveneſs of ſins, and the Rngwledge and 
experience of the character of the Father in bi 
3 divine fulneſs to bis choſeen. 


on this ſubject is, that they have no idea of re- 
generation, but as it ſimply flands oppoſed to incr2l 
turpitude. 80 when theſe, writers, or preachers, 
have ſct their readers and hearers into. a fair wiy 15 


they think this great work is likely to be Cone, it 

fo 
not done already. Accordingly we have one al: 
ing us this queſtion : 5 Does the ſigner when hes 
converted to God, receive any new natur 
ot powers? u De ade 3 natural new creature! 


„ ſame natural powers he had before his conver 
4 ſion, only rectified by divine grace; or in other 


: „ to uſe his natural powers in a different manner 
and for n e ra from what he did 
© before?” 


. and inclining the ſinner to uſe his natural power 
in a different manner, and for different pur poſes 


5 * be * 15 but to ONT: theſc are ; regenert 


any. one 1 be born again, cannot Jed the Finger of 


"But the work of regeneration, had not ſo much 


in communicating divine koowledge and life to his 


ſ 
to God. But Nicodemus was a fon of the fatl—z ; 
ſinner, in thought, word, and action; under the 


fore regeneration had two things to effect in him, 


Another great and fatal error amapalt Writers 


(as they ſuppoſe) for fulfilling the moral law, then 


„Or is he not à moral-new-creature, having the 


66 words; being effectually perſuaded and inclincd 


That regeneration has the effect of perſuading 


from what he did before, is a truth that cannot 164 


_ .. 100 


1 * . 


ILLUSTR&4TION; RY © as 


tion itſelf, is as unſcriptural, as it would be abſurd 

to ſay, that thoſe things which are produced by the 
heat of the ſun, are a part of the ſun itſelf. The 
ſeriptures do not uſe the phraſe, moral new creature, 
nor any of the like ſenſe, when they ſpeak of what 
men are by regeneration, but they ſay, he is a /p:- 
ritual new creature ; or which is the ſame thing, 

« Born of the ſpirit.” And though I firmly believe, 
the ſinner when converted, receives no new natural 
powers, yet, I as firmly believe, he receives new 
ſpiritual powers; or how could he be ſaid to be 
A new creature? and that, with him, old things 
are paſt away, behold, all things are become neus. 
Therefore as they are new creatures, they receive 
new life, not the old life a little reformed. And 

the difference between the old and new life, is as 
lifferent as the life which was in Adam, and that 
thich was, and is, in Chriſt, “ Howbeit that was 
„not firſt which is ſpiritual, but that which is 
natural; afterward that which is ſprritual+.? ' 

| This way indeed, of talking of regeneration as 
being mere moral rectitude, (however it may be en- 
forced by what they pleaſe to call goſpel principles) 
Goth ſuit the notions of the natural ſons of Adam 
for as their father lived (as long as his life laſted) 

by his obedience, in the garden of Eden, being a 
perfectly, upright, moral man; ſo we all naturally, 
have the like ideas, and think of gaining the favour 

of God, and living by what we do, can, or intend | 

o perform, at ſome convenient period. This is 


ry commonly taken for regencration, after paſ- 
s through a little refinement. Conſequently,” 
„e confine the new birth to a Nate of fin only; 


or think, if fin had not been introduced, regenera- 
ton would have been quite unneceſſary. They talk 
out this doctrine, as if we were only to go back 


of | A | 
tom whence we come, namely, to the garden of 
es | 3 3 52 5 1 Eden 5 


ü. Cor, vi 11. + 4. Cor. xv. 46. 
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Jjoyment which Adam had in innocence. 
indeed, regeneration. would only be a privation of 


| paring the perſon for the erjoyment-of the new 


35 vie w of the preaching of one of the moſt renowned 
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Eden; or to be reſtored to that happineſs, and en- 
Then 


guilt, and a reſtoration of moral uprightneſs, pre. 


{ 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. But this, 


merely in itſelf, is far ſhort of ſcripture regenera- 


tion; which proceeds entirely from God hin ſelf, 
and is beyond human conception; being a commu- 
' nication of the life and ſpirit of Chriſt to the ſoul, t 


by which it is raiſed from a death of treſpaſſes and 
Vin. The way in which the generallity of teachers and W 
writers ſpeak of the new birth, is to repreſent it WM 1 
within the compaſs of man's power. 9 


Hence they 
propoſe to the ſinner, what he is to do, in the e 


way of co- working with God, to bring this work Wl x 
about: and this exactly agrees, with calling re- Wi ;; 
generation moral rectitude, as it ſtands op poſed to le 


moral turpitude. Such ideas of it, are earthy, car- WW v 


nal, and from beneath, as well as fooliſh; for who- 
cver imagined, that he had any concern in beget. ec 
* ting himſelf; or co-worked with his father, in W 1; 
natural generation. But the ſcriptures are quite fn 
full to the point, in Thewing that men have as Wl a 
little concurrence in the great affair of regeneratian. 
Py John tells us how it comes. Not of blood, (lays 
4 he) nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
man, but of Cad.“ James ſays, «Of Bis own 
72 7 . will, begot he us with the word of truth +.” 


It may not be improper, next to give a ſhort 


men in the religious world, on this ſubject; which . 

may ſerve to confirm the truth of our obſervation « 

on the laſt mentioned teachers. as 
Speaking of regeneration, he ſays, " Ie muſt be 

owned indeed, that this is a great and dilſicult 

* * but” pletled: BE AT. it is not impoſlible. W= 


ls”, | os "OY ; 


Jona i. 13. + James i, 18. 


hut what of all this? Will not the being made a 


te doubtedly it will“.“ 


d One would almoſt think, this Pro” We of Iſrael 
fi and leader of thouſands, had. never read the New 
it Teſtament, much leſs to examine it with ſeriouſ. 
:y WH ocls and attention, when we hear ſuch doctrine as 

he this. Nor do I think, that Nicodemus himſelf, 
would have found fault with any thing contained 
in the above quotation; but rather have acknow- 
ledged it to be the very ſame doctring in elect, 


which he taught in Moſes" ſeat. 
Let us ſuppoſe this ruler of the Jews to have aſ- 


nite I ſurrounded by an auditory of heathens, publicans 
: 2s WM an] harlots ; and what (hall we ſuppoſe him to ad- 
ion. Wl vince, in order to make profſelytes of them, if 
ſays WF ve attend to what the ſcripture ſpeaks of the doc- 
illof WM trine. of his party? (the Phariſees.) | Surely it 
u would be nearly in the following ſtrain. ** Iam 
now to ſet before you at this opportunity, the 

hort WI © Cod of Iſrael; whom you abominable perſons 
vned “ are ignorant of, and by whom you are accurſed 
hich Wl © « uh know not the law and except you will be- 
ation “ come the diſciples of Moſes, the gates of Paradiſe 

* uy will be ſhut 73 ien W neither will Abra- 
thr | | EG. ' ham 
1cuh | 


ton, in bis ee * oe 286. 


#1 Matt, xxili Di 375 + John v vii. 49 a a 


ILLUSTRATION, &c.. 335 


« Many thouſands of happy ſouls have been aſſiſted 
« by divine power to bring it about, and why ſhould 
« we deſpair of ſucceſs? It is a taſk likewiſe, that 
« will put us to ſome pain; it will oblige us to part 
« with ſome luſt, to break with ſome friend, &c. 


© real living member of Chriſt, a child of God, 
«and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, 
© abundantly make amends for all this trouble ? Un- 


cended the venerable ſeat of Maſes +, dreſſed in his 
long robes, and ſpreading abroad his phylacteries; 


5 see Mr. . 22 ene on regenera- ; 
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« ham our father receive you into his boſom, You 


e muſt: alſo, not only become the diſciples of Mo. 
ss ſes, but you mult receive the traditions of the 
* elders®, the great commentators of our law, 


But how can you receive the yoke of our lay, 


<< who are perverſe and born of fornication, and 


© others of you glattonous perſons and wine bitbers, 
© Now, before you can come to this holy place, with- 


out polluting it, and before you can be received 


© of us, you muſt renounce all theſe ;- for we are 


the favourites of heaven, having eſtabliſhed our 
characters before God and among men, as devout, 
= ** righteous, and honourablef. And therefore, that 
you may become one of us, it will be neceſſary 
for you to ſeparate yourſelves from the people if 
_ ©& thegarth, and to have no trade with the wicked. 


Ia a word, you muſt diſtinguith yourſelves from 


e all other men in devotion and zeal, by faſting and 
s alms giving, and in making long prayers; ſo that 
4 you may with confidence and juſtice too, come 

„ before God in the temple, and give him thanks, 


that you are not what you were, nor like other men}. 
„It mnſt be owned indeed, that this is a great 


— > work for you, and very difficult, but thank 
„ God, it is not impoſſible; for many of the Hea- 


then, through our cempaſſing ſea and land ||, have 
< been aſſiſted by divine power to bring theſe 


things about; and why ſhould you deſpair of 
 «« ſucceſs. It is a taſk indeed that will put you to 


«© ſame pain, both in the rite of circumciſion and 


e parting with your old friends. But what of all 


« this? will not the being made a child of God, 


4e and an inheritor of Abraham's hoſom, and to 
be much honoured and ſaluted by men, for your 
e religion d, make amends for all this trouble? 


N a 


e 


| ; * Matt. XV. 2. 4 Rom. X. 3. 1 Luke x ill, 10, 
I Matt. ith. 15. J lbidaxti 7. 
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If the attentive enquirer, will look at theſe paſs, 
ſages noted in the margin, and their parallels, I 
hope, he will be convinced that I have made Nico- | 
demus ſay nothing but what was agreeable to the 
, doctrine of the Phariſees 3. and that the laſt men- 
tioned gentleman's doctrine, . with many others of 
the like mipd, differs not materially from the doc- 
4 trine of the ancient Phariſees, except in the uſe of 
ſome terms. And if it might not be a wandering 


» from the ſubject, would juſt remark, that it is a 
pH miſtaken notion' of many, when they are de ſerib- 
es the character of the Phariſees in our Lord's, 


time, to ſuppoſe their whole conduct in religious 
7 matters, Was directed by mere oſtentation and. 
a ow. This was a part of their character indeed; 
but if Paul's“ record be true, both of himſelf and 
is kinſmen according to the fleib, it is plain, they | 
had a zeal for God too, but not according to, 
knowledge, Lea, Paul ſays of himſelf, he was 
zcaloüs toward God, even while he was per ſecuting 
unto death, thoſe that followed Jcſus+. - So that 
we muſt not think to find real Phariſees, merely 
among che inactive and outwardly decent of the 
religious world ; ſuch as the formal and lifeleſs. 
church. of Eugland, and the dry preſbyterians of 
Scotland. The Methodiſts it is true, give them this 
dame, (except a part of thoſe, who attend them) 
but it is ig general not juſt; for it was the cha- 
racter of the ancient Phariſces, to compaſs ſea and 
land, to make one prolelyte, though he was 1 
thereby, double fold more a child of F 

the church of England miniſters, will hardly ftep + 
over the threſhold. to preach. à ſermon, and 44 
that, without being well paid for it. The Phari- 
ſees had a.zeal for God, and earneſtly defended 
heir doqtrines; but theſe men have: no oc. 
| od, 


1 


3 
E 


88 D - 


* K xX. 3. und Puil. ili. TY 6. t 40 Wall. 3. 
Matt. xxiil. v3 | | 
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\ God, neither with, nor without knowledge; and 
ik they get but a warm comfortable living, they 


are heedleſs what doctrines go foremoſt. The 


Phariſees uſed to make long prayers, and moſt 


IH © likely extempore ones too; but it is alrogether 
problematical whether they ever pray at all (even 
ia cbeir own way) excepting when they are obliged 


by public call, and then, how do they perform it? 
Not as though they were in earueſt, They do in- 
daeed, approach near to the Phariſees in ſome rel. 
pects, by wearing long robes, and loving to be 


4 called of men, Rabbi, or which is the ſame thing, 


maſter of arts, or doctor. Therefore, let the Me. 
thodiſts look to themſel ves. 8 


hope, no one will think, that I am glorying 


over theſe men ia their ignorance, God forbid 
far be it ever from mel am only bearing an honeſt 


WM teftimony againſt their errors, as far as God hath | 
bees pleaſed to teach me from his word, out of real 
firiendſhip, but not of. hatred. I would ever be 


ſenſible of my own weakneſs and liableneſs to err; 


and if I be favoured with a knowledge of the truth, 
may all the glory be aſcribed to God only; who | 


maketh fools wiſe, and bringeth to nothing the 
 wifdom of this world. And while I would contend 
__ earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, 


il wich to maintain real affection and love, and to 
e all meekneſs to all men; for all who believe, 
have reaſon to adopt Paul's words to Titus: © For 
ewe ourfelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, dif- 


© obedienr, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and plea- 
“e ſures, living in malice and envy, hatefal, and 


„ hating one another. But after that the Kindneſs 
L aud love of God our Saviour towards man appeared, 
not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 


« but according to his mercy he ſaved us by the 
e wathing of regeneration, and renewing, of the 
Holy Ghoſt; which he ſhed on us abundantly, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour: that, being 
© 7uſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs | 
Jö nn 97.00 00 Og 
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ILLUSTRAT ION, &c. 59 fl 

« according. to the hope of eternal life This it |! 
| 
| 


paſſage includes my whole view of regeneration, | 
and brings us to our ſuhject again. It contains the 
two great things, under which I have conſidered 
. this important doctrine. Firſt; juſtiſication wich- 
; out the deeds of the law, or as it is phraſed in the 
ext, Net by. works of righteouſneſs which we have 
7 done. Second the renewing. of the Holy Ghoſt, 
figuratively ſtyled, The waſhing of | regeneration. | 
And we may obſerve theſe two parts, tobe common _ |! 
in the language of the New Teſtament. When it | 
ſpeaks of the firſt part, it uſes ſuch Phraſes as 
theſe: <* Whoſoever delieveth that Jeſus is the M1 
« Chriſt, is born of God,” As many as re-—᷑-—ͤ 
« ceived him, to them he gave power, or privilege, KF | 
to become the ſons of God, even to them that 
« believe on his name .. Ye are all the children 
of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus l.“ 146 
When it ſpeaks of the ſecond part, or the ner Fi 
nature which the ſaints are made partakers of, it 
uſes ſuch phraſes. as theſe: Inu Chriſt Jeſus nei- W |. 
ther circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 1 
* curacifion, but a NRW CREATURE.” * And 
( becaule ye are ſons, God hath: ſent forth the 
ſpirit - of his Son into your bearts, crying. abba. | 1 
Father J.“ If anf man be in Chriſt, lie is a 
MEW | CREATURE } old things are paſt away, 
«© behold, all things become new #*,”. Except a 1 1 
* man be born of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into j 
| 


the kingdom of heaven ++.” The ſaints are alſo | 
ſaid on this account, to be temples. of the Hoy | 
Ghoſt, which dwelleth in them—to be ſealed by the 
Holy Spirit. of promiſe. ' Nea, Chriſt, himſelf, is "ſaid. 1 


to be formed in them the ys a n live in 4 is 
2 and be their life $56 [4 But _ 
* Tias i iii. 7 095 9. i 0 1. t Jobn Wa” j 
| Gal. ili. 26. Ibid vi. T lbid iv. 6, and Rom, ' 37 


Vi 15. *® jj. Cor: 6. F. 5 * 5. TEL * 
li, 16, 3s i. 153, and Gal. . % 
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But this new nature and life, is not by Code 
Iioflation or emotion, but it * gradual; and in. 
ereaſes according to our knowledge of the divine 
will as it is revealed in his word - Juſtification, i; 
an immediate act of God towards the ſinner; for 
no one can be more compleatly juſtißed than when 
he firſt believes: but this celeſtial life, is a progrel. 


ripe for the kingdom of God. So that under th 
view, regeneration may be ſaid to be, both inſlan- 
taneous and progreſſive. The means that are 
ordained of God, for the carrying on, and main. 

. raining this divine growth, are all che ordinances of 
Chriſt's houſe; particularly fincere attention to the 
word, & pr ayer." Bo re find theſe to be the ef. 
fects of believing; in all 'thoſe mentioned in th: 
acts of the apoſtles, who were the very firſt Fruits 
of the ſpirit, after the reſurrection. 4. Then they 
c that gladiy 'received' the word; were baptized, 
„ And they contisued feedſaftly in the apoſt les dice Wi 


dioctrine and feilowſbip,'or meeting together in on: 
heart and ſoul, to commemorate the Lord's death; 

by breaking of bread and by prayer, &c. There fi 
is not one inſtance in any church gathered together Wt! 


And thirdly; a ſtrict adherence to the apoſtle's 1 
0 
Pp 
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five work of God, and continues till we are fully 


c frine and fellowſbip, and in breaking of bread 


| | 
c and in prayer“ Here is firſt; receiving the word WF! 


gladly; and then, thoſe who thus received the 


1 : word, were baptized: (that is, ebapi tft heſan, were dip- 


ped) in the name of Father, Son, and: Holy Ghoſt. WF 


by the apoſtles, but what followed this order. It is 


| therefore a deluſion,” for any one to imagine him - pl 
ſelf regenerated, while he is regardleſs of chu to 
Primitive plan. The keeping of this order and Win 

plan, is called obedience to Jeſus. If ye love 
me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Wap, 


2. "Father, and he _ fn — e comforter, 
1 1 i . . 


* 


LLS TRAA FON,” Ke. 61 


« that he may abide with you for ever; even the 

« ſpirit of truth o. When therefore the ſaints of 
ſelus meet together, it is not for amuſement, or 
1 the ties of cuſtom, nor for mere ſpeculation 
or but ir is, that their ſouls may be inriched by the 
en icreaſe of the divine life and fulneſs of God him- 
el. elk, according as he hath manifeſted himſelf to be 
ily ae God of infinite unchanging love in the perſon of 
bis Whis Son. They meet together, “That the God of 
« our Lord Jeſus Clirift, the Father of glory, may + 
' give. unto them the fp ric of wiltom and revela- 


are 75 
in, tion, in the 8 e of him: the eyes of their 
of ' underftandiiug being eee that they may 
che know what i is the hope of his calling, and What 


the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
„ faints. © Aud what is the exceeding (greatneſs ef 
(his power to themward who believe, according ; 
to the working of his mighiy power. And that 
they may know and ſee, Bey is the fellowſhip 
hof the myſtery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, wito created * TT” 
bing io Jeſus Chriſtf. "740 bs 


the 
-uits 


word 

the WW It may be obj &ed, © run eragon inen r ; 

dip- "all this knowledge, and” great attention to tibe 
hoſt. WT vord of God? Or what need is there for this | 
file's Wi beasenty and divine life which you ſo much ralk © BY 
ook, and which you call the ſecond bleffing o of _ f 


regeneration ? If a man be juſtified'from all'bis | 
fins through faith in Jeſus; and if it be true, | 
ether WF that he js our wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, aud 5 
It is lantificacion, ' and redemption, are we not com- —4 1 f 
bim - pleat ia him without any thing more? and as fit 
for heaven the moment we believe as we can be Wir, | 
anſwer : It is moſt certainly true, thar the mo- 


e love ent we ' believe, we ſtand compleat in Chriſt by I} | 
ay the ae bur 3 it is not Bea ra that we are im- 
forter, n |" medigeely-» We. 
6 that! CITE CIC eee _— 

— ow ws — een eee — hn es: 1 it 


” Joby 3 xiv. 15, 16, 21, 3. + Eph. | lo mms, | 
in. 9. | N | 5 
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ol SES on that account, ſandified i in body, 
ſoul, and ſpirit, or ſufficiently prepared for hes 
ven. We have indeed a right to it by promiſe; as it 
zs written: He that believeth Jball not come into cen- 
demnat ion, but have everlaſting life... I do not mean 
to limit the divine being to ſome certain time ig 
which he only performs this work, but ſhew the 
neceſſity of it, before it is poſſible chat We can en- 
joy God. As all enjoyments conſiſt in the ſuit 
ableneſs of objects, and as no object can be ſuite 
tio us, without there be ſomething in it which cor 
reſponds with our, ideas, and agrees with our taſie 
of things: ſo it is impoſſible that we ſhou'd lows 
God and enjoy him, without there be firſt a change 
is us, into his image. In natural generation, then 
1 if net always, a production of ti 
me image in the children, as in the parents. Th 
_lineaments of the face, and temper of mind, pre 
ſently ſhew what family they are of. And can v 
ez that God docs not beget his children int 
bis likeneſz alſo? and that they do not preſent 
diſcover their heavenly birth, by all ſuitable cog 
ver ſation and diſpoſition of mind ? If ir were ne 

i the natural and well-known ſymbol, whic 
our Lord hath uſed, to repreſent. this great work 
would have been improper. If there were not 

_ oneneſs with the nature of God and his childra 
there would not be perfect harmony, and coul 
© quently, not perfect happineſs. _ And therefor 
when, the divine 4nd heavenly life of Chriſt, 
communicated to. the children of God, it is 
—_ or beget. their ſouls into a oneneſs with hid 
ſelf, by weaning them from a love of this carth 
All it follies. The works of the fleſh, in whid 
they formerly delighted, become now a burden 
their ſoul, and hateful in their fight; and they | 
their aff:Rions on things above, which are becoil 
woſt defirable to them. But as the life of Chriſt, 
only conveyed to the ſoul, through the knowlcd| 


* Wee and maintained "Carols hence aril 
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[LEUSTRATION, ge. 63 


he neceilt ity of a cloſe, diligent, and humble at- 
tniion to the ſacred volume of revelation. The 
ſpirit works by no other medium: fo it is ſaid, 
When he the ſpirit ef truth 1s come, he wit] guide eu 
into all the truth; 

Nor does the neceffity of this divine and you 
realy life, and its gradual growth by a knowledge 
of the word, which is the ſeed of it, militate 
againlt a finner's being ſaved at the laſt hour, nor 
of his being taken to glory on the ſame” day in 
which he believes. The thief on the croſs, is an 
inſtance of this. But I cannot believe, that he was 
nade capable of containing ſo great a weight of 

glory, as the apoſtles; or as thoſe chriftians who 

lived to have their minds enlarged into the goſpel 

glories of the eternal Three, and their hearts ex- 
Wnaded wide by the divine nature, through the 
knowledge of the ſcriptures, I apprehend, the 
nore we know of God here, and the more we o 
fer affliction for the truth's ſake, the more we 
ſhall enjoy hereafter. © For our light afflitions 
« which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory®.” 

This doctrine of different degrees of glory, does 
not appear foreign to the New Teſtament, nor is it 
Inconſiſtent with the grace of God. © There is 
one glory of the Sun; and another glory of the 
„Moon; and another glory of the Stars; for ove _ 
© (tar differ eth from another ſtar in glory. So alſo 
" is the reſurrection of the dead +.” But this differ- . 
ence, does not ariſe from any degree of good 
works done by us, but ſolely from the divine good | 
pleaſure, in working in us, according to his mighty 
power, thoſe different degrees of the knowledge 
of himſelf; in which rs es and N 
licaven alone r . 1 

1 e e e V pon 5 


il. Cor. ive 17. 4 i. n . 


— 


_ Upon. the whole then, it appears, that human 
nature conſidered as ſuch, is not capable of en- 
Jjoyiog God, without a total change being wrought 
in che ſoul: and not only this, but that it does ap- 
pear moſt evidently alſo, that no one can eſcape 
Eternal damnation, which is juſtly due to the ſins 
of all men, without juftification by faith in the 
redemption that is in Jefus, flowing 055 the merits 
of his life and death; and that this doctrine of 
Juſtification, is a neceſſary part of regeneration, made 
fo, on account of the entrance of fin. hat it 
 Uoes appear likewiſe, from a connected view of the 
ſcriptures, that if fin had not entered, regeneration 
under one view, would, notwithſtanding, have been 
requiſite, ere man could enjoy ultimate glory. 
« Fox that which is bern of the fleſh, is fleſh; and 
that which is born of the ſpirin, is [pirit *,” 


174 5 


ro conclude: The neceſſary eff:&s-of this 


doctrine of regeneration, is a good life, or 
a real love to the moral law of God; and that, 
from the moſt noble and exalted motives, the love 
of God manifeſted to the ſoul, in ſending his only 
begotten 8on, to be a propitiation for his fins; by 
which, he can now draw nigh to his Father“ 
taroge of grace, to find acceptance and ſtrength, 
to help in every time of need. He not only pays 
a ſpecial regard to the moral law, but alſo, to all 
the goſpel. ordinances and inſtitutions, of Jeſus, 
Which are the means of maintaining and carrying 
on the dieine life.” In whatever relation of life he 
may be placed in by providence, in that he deſires 
do ad with dignity and honour to Chriſt Jeſus. | 
And though he cannot but think it a faithful 
WG 
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TLLUSTR ATION, d 95 


That they who have believed in Cod, Poul be careful 
t1 maintain good works, teing good and profitable unto 
nend; yet, whenever theſe would rife ſo amiable in 
his view, as to take the name of (even) petit ſaviour, 
or adminiſtrators of good hope; he then through. 
grace, caſts them beneath his feet, and counts them - 
as loſs and dung, for the exeellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift Feſtus bis Lord: for wha he ſuffers the loſs of all 
things}. Neither does he think it poſſible for any 
one to be born of God, without delighting in the 
aw of God in the inwerd man; although he moſt. 
aſſure ly finds another law in his members, warring 
againſt the law ef his mind; and if he is not upon hit 
pee ir may TA. him into eee, to the law 
11. 

"i he have been x covetous man, he now perla 
to view it in phe light of ſeripture, and cannot but 
late it as idolatry. - His heart is alſo opened to the 
ſielief of the needy; but eſpecially to his brethren. 5 
of the houſehold of faith. _ _ 

Ik he have been proud and ambitious, and poſe 
ſclad with the riches of this world; he ngw fiüds 
it his duty, to ftand upon an equal footing wilt 
the pooreſt faint, and to caſt off all high looks, 
and rather rejoice that he is made lau in Chriſt Jeſus : 
becary/2 as the flower of the graſs he ſhail paſs away!|. 
It ie have been of a malignant and hateful leit, | 
e cannot but ſee theſe rempers of mind to be of 
he devil—the ſeeds of murder and many evil 
works; and therefore he is rather defrous to over - 
tome evil with good, and not to let che ſun go 
down upon his wrath, forgiving his moſt inveterate 
demies: even as God fer ora” 5 Saks kath Wande 

In oke Ade tend lewdhefs, wan-. 
8 and n all kinds of gambliag, 


4 A ſhe + n N 


* 8 PE - 
2 & : 4 : o”— 4 5 5 £ 


4 * Tins i ili. 8 + Phi). ff: 8. te n. vi. 255 5 


. 


n e * . : 
v 2 r "7 . 1 n oY "2, 


* Dy - e 
2 r S py r . ' 
* q 8 hs > r = NPY 4 n * I 1 2 e WA. - 
. _ * 5 — 
65 —— wars ; ö I \ 8 =. X 
0 ee. r ag TO : — a — * n 0 
* 12 2 = . > * — * 9 f 
5 — Ro — * 
4 a 2 . A N ** 4 WOE” "Ks 8 
1 4 * 
* * * * — — ** > yg _ . 8 4 — —— RC IR 2 >" - 
' ; . | + . 
* : : * . ; 4 
72 ; oO) . 4 


— "th ev. N 


Sg 7 4 We. : 5 6. 
2 2 S — —_— 0 
hot. 2 * FE r * 2 * 
96 1 1 2 


„ 
— — ray tae . 
N 


PPP. . ; àĩqfI. . LE 


„„ a Ae 
. 


be. 2 A-SCRIPTURAL 


EE ah Se: fooliſh jeſtings; and idle con- 
_ verſation, muſt be done away by all who are rea 


all pretenſions to regeneration will be found not to 
- avail at laſt, * If a, man ſay, I love God, and 
© hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that 


66 can he love God whom he hath nor ſeen? And 
„this commandment have we from him, that he 


cent amuſements, and alſo uſeful in exciting moral vir- 


9 dramatic performances, both in their ſentiments, and 
the manner in, which they are exhibited on the {tage; 
Where there is nothing but what naturally ſwells bd 
mind with vanity and licefitiouſneſs, or what excixes tit 


moſt exalted virtue in every believer, if he contem- 
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believers. Theſe things are ſo oppoſite in their 
pature-to that which he delights in as being hi: 


q 
t 
very life, that they become hateful to him in { 
thought, much more to live ip them d 
| t. 

d 

b 


Laſlly;. that very capital and leading command 


of Jeſus, love to the brerhren, takes place and 
_ prevails in his ſoul ; ſo that thoſe who bear the 
image of God in truth and practice, become moſt r. 


dear to him, even as his ownſelf. Without this, u 


% loveth not his brother whom he hath ſcen, how 


- Oh h e God, love his brother alot,” 


* Sean orefelfors have: ed plays a as ipno- 


tue. But ſurely ſuch people are ignorant of the nacure 


paſſions of ſympathy, to be mere dupes to mimicry aud 
hypceriſy. Surely it muſt be ſufficient to excite the 


plate that ever memorable ſcene that was acted from.“ 
he garden of Gethſemane, to the accurſed tree; wher 10 
his Saviour ſuffered in the moſt inexpreſſible wanne ue 

for his ſins, that he might be delivered from endlich enn 

woe. Virtue that is exalied from this tragie ſcene, cor 

virtue indeed! But that which comes through the {ena Go 

timents of plays, and the emotions, looks, and geſture and 

* the e Comedian, i is an c in the — 10 Goc. 5 
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|. ILLUSTRATION, &. 67 


This love, which hath, ite riſe from God, as it 
were, cements them together in worſhip; and when 
any are firſt brought to the knowledge of tbke | 
truth, it makes them ſeek diligently for that wor- 
ſbip which is according to the ſpirit and truth, * 
deſcribed in the New Teſtament, which is not in 
the oldneſs of the latter. They are not like the i 
deluded followers of antichriſt ; who if they can 
but perſuade themſelves that they have as much * F' | 
religion as will. at laſt, juſt ſave them from hell, 
they think it a matter of no moment, or as they Þ}F. 
more commonly phraſe it, not eſſential, what ſort 
of worſhip they bid God-ſpeed to: for they can 
eaſily calm their own. conſciences, and ſtop. the nn 
months of gainſayers, by replying, we take the 14 
gosd, and leave the bad, Theſe, in their worſhip, 14 
are united by three leading principles — The love of 
the world, tradition, and cuſtom: but the ſaints | I 
are cemented together, by the love of God, the 
love of the truth, and the love of each other: for 
whom I earneſtly pray, that the God of all conſo- 


no- lation and good hope, may bleſs their ſouls with a 1 
vir: more full enjoyment of the life of Jeſus, and keep 1 
ue their hearts and minds in the knowledge of him- ' 
ar (Wi ſelf, poſteſſing that peace which paſſeth all under 1 

As to theſe who are deſpiſing the truth of God, 


neglecting the opportunities which they have to 
read his word, and ſearch the ſcriptures, filling | | 
up the time that they have to ſpare from their 
lawful callings, in idleneſs and folly; or perhaps, 
in the purſuit of falſe wiſdom and religion z t- 
luch I ſay, the moſt dreadful and alarming threat- 
enings are hangings over their heads; and if they {| 
continue thus co ſet at nought the revelation of 
God, they will burſt as a deluge upon their heads, 
and fink them for ever down to endleſs deſpair, 
where there will be weeping and knaſhing of teeth 
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- But on the other hand, thoſe who love the teſ. 
timony of Jeſus, and receive with all their mental 
powers his truth, neglecting no proper opportunity 
to ſearch the ſcriptures, and read his bleſſed word, 
devoting the time which they have to ſpare to his 
ſervice, ' and the good of their fellow. men; prac- 


tiſing the wiſdom which is from above; to ſuch 


the ſcriptures promiſe the greateſt bleſſings— bleſ. 


ſings in their own minds in this world, through 


the fellowſhip of Father, Son, and Spirit, in the 


belief of their truth; and bleſſings of the moſt 
perfect and celeſtial nature in the world to come; 


far beyond their preſent conceptions. And though 


they be deſpiſed and flonted by the men of this 
world, and rejected as hereticks, by the Scribe; 
and. Phariſees, yet how different will their caſe b: 
when the Judge ſhall appear to paſs final and eternal 
ſentence upon all. The latter will call on the rocks 


and mountains; with the whole univerſe itſelf, to 


hide them from the wrath of the Lamb; and ſhall 


wail becauſe of his coming, being conſcious of 
what is to follow, that is, depart ye curſed into 


_ everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 


gels before the foundation of the world. —— he 
tormer's ſorrow. ſhall be turned into joy, at the 


_ glorious and mazeſtic advent of their King and 


Saviour; attended with an-innumerable retinue of 


angels, waiting to receive them, and to hear the 


_ . joyful ſentence pronounced upon them Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, receive ye the kingdom of 


heaven, which was prepared for you from the 


* foundation of the world. Amen. by 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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"HE wririog of the following letter was oc 
caſioned by the deſire of a Gentlewoman in 
Norwich, with whom the writer was connected in 

church fellowſhip for a ſhort time. But it being 


a matter of doubt with him from his firſt entrance ; 


into the above ſociety, whether their common and 


profeſſed principles of baptizing infants were right, 


he was led to enquire at the mouth of the ſerip- 
tures themſelves, without laying the leaſt ſtreſs. 


ſon of what was right or wrong, | 
Having therefore attentively examined the err - 


.. WH tures reſpecting this ordinance, he was convinced 


that he had been miſlead by tradition and the 


common rules laid down by men. for finding out 


truth; which he ons are uſeful as far as reaſon is 


which, thought it his duty to withdraw from the 
ſaid connection, ia obedience to the command of 
lis heavenly Father, who ſays, Come out from 
* among them, and be ye ſeparate, and touch not 
* the unclean thing, and I will receive you“;“ yet, 
none of theſe his profeſſed brethren,” complied 6 P 


2 a reaſon 


. cor. i. 17. 


. 


vpon human authority for either fide of the queſ- 
tion, that he might be brought to the full perfua- 


to be employed about matters of mere ſpeculation, _ 
and when reaſon is kept under perfect ſubjection 
to the divine declarations. However, though the 
writer changed his views, and in conſcquence of 


far wich their way. as chriffians, as even to require 


N 0 * 8 2 WWW a er” 8 0 
72 F.-Y £ _ x 5 1 a * N — wud * 
3 3 S — — — 0 * , l : a 
- \ ada IR. ite ES co . —_— 9 R 4 , 
* 


— 
— r—— teat 


——ͤ——— — — 


72 ADVERTISEMENT. 
a reaſon for the ſeparation, or whether the grounds 
of it were ſcriptural or unſcriptural, except one 
ſiſter, who requeſted a reaſon, for. leaving the 
church, which he gave in the following letter. 
But he defires that it may not be underſtood as 
if baptiſm were the only reaſon of the ſeparation, 
but that ſome other things were included in his 
mind alſo; which he mentioned in private conver- 
. ſation, as he had opportunity: but being ſenſible 
that he could not proceed according 40 the apoſ- 
tolick plan, without firſt .confidering the preſent 
ſubiect, he confined himſelf to it, as being the 
principal reaſon of the ſeparation 


* 
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A GREEABLE to your requeſt, and in com- 
pliance to my duty, I take the opportunity 

of laying before you the ſcripture account of the 
ordinance of baptiſm, together with the ſubjects 
Wy thereof, in as plain and ſhort a manner as Il am 
able. You will agree with me, that the commiſ- 
lion of the apoſtles, was of the utmoſt importance; 
and that the ſubject matter of it, was a diſplay of 
the grandeſt and greateſt things, thatever were made 
known to man. It muſt therefore accordingly de- 


mand our moſt ſerious and diligent inveſtigation, 


that we may be thoroughly acquainted with the 
truths therein contained, and have our minds duly 
mprefled with the ſame, For if we negle& the 
means by which che Divine Being conveys his bleſ- 
lags to his children, then we mult alſo be deprived 
of the bleſſings that are intended to be conveyed. 
hereby, whatever they may be, or relate to. The 
ame as we fay, if a brother omit attending to read 
Ir hear the word, he cannot be edified; or if he 
mould negleck the duty of prayer, he cannot be 
upported in the day of temptation: and alſo, if 
e ſhould abſtain from the Lord's ſupper, we ſhould = 
e ready to think he bad forgotten the Lord's 
cath and ſufferings, and did not look out for his 
cond appearance. May not ſomething. of this 
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nature be juſtly applied to you? Have you not been 
living ia the negle& of an ordinance of Chriſt, ever 
fince you made a profeſſion of his name? However, 
1 ſhall leave you (my dear ſiſter) to make your an- 
| {wer to the queſtion, after you have read the fol. 
%% ͤ ⁰ / a. 
Let ys now attend to the command of Jeſus to 
his apoſtles, and what it was they were commil. 
ſioned to do: and as it muſt be granted, that they 
adcted according to the directions of their Maſter; ; 
let us ſee how they acted, and in what manner they 
fulfilled their commiſſion; for ſurely it muſt be the 
ſafeſt way of underſtanding the meaning of a com · « 


mand in ſcripture, to ſee in what manner it wail « 
_ . obeyed and performed by thoſe that could not er: 
This will prevent us from being miſguided by th 
_ traditions of the elders. Nor let us ſuſpect 206 
daeficieney in the clear word of revelation, relative 
do our privileges and duty as the meaneſt and weak- 
cſt chriſtians, For if once we ſuppoſe, that Jcluih , 
and his apoſtles, have left ſomething in their com n 
mands, uncertain and abſtruſe, to employ the , 
rieverend and learned“, before the rude and uni » 
ß . OT 
Accord iogly we have found the learned pedobay I 
tiiiſts writing large volumes, to prove infant ſprinklngl © 
to be the practice of the ancient chriſtians ; and whe * 
they ſuppoſe they have done it, they think it ſufficient * 
if the unlearned take their word for it. But what mul ſp 
| Thoſe do, who can ſcarcely read any other book but thei k 
10 a Engliſh Bible, when they are told by equally b 
learned hands, that there is no account of infant baptiſa ! 
or ſprinkling, till after Tertulliaos time ? which accord 
ing to the learned Gale's account, was 220 years aft by 
the birth of Chriſt, or about 160 after the death of th 4 


5 oldeſt apoſtle. But the above gentlemen have employe 
their learning in the New Teftament alfo ; and hat 
informed the vulgar, that the word baprize, means, | 


_ greek, pouring or ſprinkling. as well as vipping. Wray * 
Are they to do in this caſe alſo ? to be ſure! been © 


ten 
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mn learned can underſtand them, I do not ſee how we 
ver can believe or receive them as the certain truths of 
cr, God, without believing them in ſome meaſure upon 
an- the authority of men: of how, if this were the 
fol. caſe, Jeſus ſhould have one fold, and be the alone. 

3 pherd; for the reverend and learned, are moſt 
10 milerably dirided, even about che phaincſ thiogs. 
wi. ia the New Teſtament. _ : 
hey Bat to proceed with the commiſſion, as recorded 
cr; WH by Matthew, in chap. xxvii, ver. 19, 20. © Goye 
hey Wl © therefore and TEACH all nations, baptiſing them 
« in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
« of the Holy Ghoſt; TEACuiNG THEM to ob- 
« ſerve all things, whatſoever I have commanded: - 
© you: ard lo, I am with JO 5 even unto 
(s the end we: f the world. oe Hs 


ative CCC 
Jeu them ! It may ak be aſked 9 ſe other hand, How 


the unlearned antibedobapriſts come to know that the 
word baptize, means to dip, rather than {prinkle or 
pour, if they are not to credit their learned friends? 

I anſwer, there are three ways of knowing, by which , 
the plaineſt man may be perſuaded of the truth of it. þ 
Firſt ; they know from the manner of performing bap- 
tim; which was thus: The perſons went down INTO, 
and eame OUT, of the water. Now the-moſt illiterate | F 
knows, that there is no need to go into the water to be 
ſprinkled. or have water poured upon him; Secondly; they 
know by baptiſm's being called in ſcripture, a burial; 
but to ſprinkle or pour a little dry mould upon a corpſe, 

is not to bury him, but to put him below the ſurface 
is; therefore ſprinkling; or pour iog, is not to baptize, 
but dipping. is, Thirdlys they know. from what the 
enemies of their cauſe grant, at leaſt, ſome of the can- 
did of them; namely, that the word baptize, may 
mean to dip, and that the. apoſtles practiſed it in this 
way, in general; but tha ſprinkling or pouring may do 


_ az well in theſe days, as the manner of applying water 
ele i5 not eſſential to rhe ordinance. Thus they ſee'the truth | 
them Wl breaking through men's prejudices, and cauſing them, „% 


confeſs it as iv were, againſt their * 
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N LE T/ TEK 
"Tt is aftonithing' to me, that ſome profeſſors 


| command of. Jeſus, and then conſume 
| whole, by a profanation, of the ſacre 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. They do not in- 


ſhould overlook a grand part of this commiſſion, 


who otherwiſe may be looked upon in a very reſ. 
pectable light. But being blinded by the inventions 


of men, they have {ſeldom or never read this 


dj plain” command, and ſome others in ſcripture, 
without carrying with them the ideas which they 
have been impreſſed with from their youth, and by 


their teachers; ſo concluding that this command 


either includes infant baptiſm, or at leaſt, does not 
| exclude them from ir. Others of them think, that 


it hath nothing to do with infants, relating only 


to believers: Thus are they divided among them- 


ſelves: and hence it comes to paſs, from one or 


_ "other of theſe quarters, that the right uſe of bap- 
tiſm is entirely laid afide, and the command of 
Jieſus rarely put in practice: for they leave no op- 
portunity for believers to be baptized, always taking 


care to aſperſe or perfuſe them beforehand. And 


perſon makes a-confeſion, who has not been thus 


aſperſed or perfuſed,” they impute it to the infi- 
deep of his parents, and at laſt leave him as much 
$i without baptiſm as ever. But worſt for them- 
$ | ſelves, they enhance their own crime, by ſub- 


ſtituting a childiſh ceremony in the place of the 
mating the 


deed, view it in this light, or elſe tbey muſt, and 


in would, be ſhocked at the thoughts of it. 


But now I truſt, as weak an abettor of this cauſe 


| ___ as:I:am in my own view, and may be in your 
e .ſſteem, yet I am able to prove the falſchood of the 
above three different opinions Firſt; that this 


* l command does not include infants in baptiſm. 


Second; that it excludes them from it. Third ; 


that it hath ſomewhat to do with infants, ſo far 
as to exclude them,—But the third particular, is 
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whom they taught; thus diſcipling them. 


To proceed with the firſt proof, that the com- 
miſion doth not include infants. My reaſon is, 
becauſe it ſtrictly enjoins teaching before baptiſm, 
« Go TEACH all nations, baptizing them, c.“ 
Note, the relative term, ( 117 and if you ax 
the queſtion, Who are to be baptized?“ the | 
ſcripture anſwers, 4 Thoſe: who are taught.“ Burt | 
iafants cannot be taught by any rule of revelation 


or reaſon whatever, and therefore it follows that 
the commiſſion can by no means include them, 
Certainly, the command of Jeſus, cannot be ſo 
ambiguous in its nature, as to direct, or rather 
joclude in the direction, ſubjects quite diſterent 


from each other, the taught and uptaught®, and | 
what is more, the ng reed of being taught, 55 


while b are e infants. If chis were admitted, we 


* have met with a dere ſince this epille was- 0 i 


firſt wrote, who would perſuade me that the greek 


verb, matheteus, means, to make diſciples, either by 
reaching or without teaching, which is juſt as much as 
laying, that the word literally means, either to teach br 
not teach. This is a droll kind of a word indeed! How 5 
confounding then muſt this be to the apoſtles, to find 
ſuch a word in the commiſſion ! Surely they mult be at a 


ſtand, to know whether they were to teach at all, or 


ju to ſay to you by the bye, that I think, chere 
is no need for this taſk which I have ſet myſelf, 
proyided that the mind were not corrupted by * 
words on this ſubject, as it was not in the apoſtolic 
age, when the chriſtians received the declaration, 
« He that belie veth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved;“ 
and when they ſaw the apoſtles going about to 
teach the doctrines of Jeſus, and then baptize thoſs . 


* 7X FEI Eq 


whether they might not baptize all they met with, with *-_ 
out aſking them any queſtions, and then teach them 
iber wards. But Mr Gale and others, have proved that 
Wy worm! means * r both from 1 its deriva- : 
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might ſuppoſe this command to include three dig. 
ferent ſubjects as well as two; believers, and per- 
ſons who never heard the goſpel that they might 
2 it, and conſequently cannot be called unbe- 
Jievers of it; (for an unbelicver implies, that 3 
3 hath had the opportunity of reading the 
Bible, but yet be diſregards it in the doctrines, 
either in the whole or in part of them.) And then 


the third ſort of ſubjects, might be infants, who | 


can neither believe, reject, nor be taught, 
Tou will fay perhaps, that infants make up 2 
part of the nations to whom the apoſtles were ſent 
to teach, and therefore ought to be baptized, | 
grant they do make up a part of the nations as a 
body of the human ſpecies, but not a part of thoſe 
| who can be taught; for though the words of the 


commiſſion are, Teach all nations, yet, they do not 


|  Gpnify all, of all nations, but a part of all nations, 


Al Judea are ſaid to come to John's baptiſm, ard 


were baptized of him: but then, the all, were ſuch 
nas confeſſed their fins. But if you ſhould ſtill inſiſt 
that the words are unlimited, they would prove 
too much, and mor: than you will grant; for 
then, they would include other characters beſides 
| infants who are not capable of being taught; fuch 


. - 


tions, and the conſtant and invariable uſe of it in the 


greek writers, —See bis reflections on Mr Wall's hiſtory 


of infant baptiſm. Such inſtances ſhew, to what 
wretched ſhifts theſe men are put to, in ſupporting 2 
daoctrine invented by men, to ſvit their own worldly 
ends; and which doctrine, has no other tendency bit 
to deceive, and give a wrong view to the moſt impor. 
tant doctrines of Chriſt.” Their worldly paſſions and 
ſuperſtitious hearts work ſo powerfully, that they lead 
them to ſupport plain contradictions, and make words 


- ſpeak, and be expreſſive of actions quite oppoſite to each 


_ other, To ſupport ſuch a cauſe, a man muſt either be 2 


knave, idiot, unbeliever, or moſt dangerouſly blinced 


by tradition and, his own vain reaſoning. 


_ aw. amr wn ak aan oo. ac nr... 


a3 are In a ſtate of inſanity, and Idiot. And more. 
over, if baptiſm is not to be preciſely regulated by 
teaching, infidels themſelves and their children, or” 
any other abominable perſon might be included 


or two more, will prove the ſecond particular, 


(if we may be allowed the expreſſion) in directing 
2 bis apoſtles whom they were to baptize, as literally 


nt Wl toexclude thoſe whom he did not deſign to be ex 
| Wl cluded. If therefore he had not deſigned to exclude 
a Wh infants from baptiſm, he would have made a plain 


„e exception in their favour, in this, or ſome other 
paſſage in the New Teſtament. Nor would this 


ch WW language. And it is alſo moſt reaſonable to ſup- 
Git Wi poſe, that if Jeſus had intended infants to be bap- 
ove Will tized, he would have given as plain a command 
for for them, as for adults, why not? and if this had 
des been the caſe, we ſhould have had ſome inſtance 
uch of it in the New Teſtament. But if we attend to 


to act under the influence of their commiſſion, 


and in all, things, up to it, we ſhall find not the 
1 the Wſleaſt hint in their records, of any infants being 
ftory WM baptized, We do indeed, as was obſerved: before, 
what bear of Jeruſalem and all Judea, and all the re- 
5 gions round about Jordan, coming to. John's bap - 
W 
J but elf their fins, being baptized of him in Jordan. 
. But it ſeems according to Matthew iii. 9. that there 
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the ſame rule. Thus am perſuaded that 1 | 
are not included in the commiſſion ; and a ſentence. 


namely, that they are deſignedly excluded: for we” 
o Wl cannot well ſuppoſe, that Jeſus was fo incapable. 


commiſſion hdve been worded as it is, becauſe it 
cannot admit of any exception as it now ſtands, 
without a plain contradiction in terms and common 


the conduct of the apoſtles, who muſt be ſuppoſed 


iſm, but we find what all they were; even ſuch as 


lead LE ſome who wanted baptiſm in another way, 
words od not by confeſſing their fins, but rather bx 

» each bleading their fleſhly relation to Abraham, _ 
x be a Wiiich * this e ba ve 1 * mien gp 
_— | BE | e baue | 


ern 


base brought their infants: alſo, who ſtood 
in the ſame relation to Abraham as themſelves; on 
and ſo both might have been baptized together, MW”? 
But the holy: men of God, put a negative upon . 
their vain ande fleſhly pietences, by giving them to 
underſtand [that God was not confined to them, 
nor eſteemed them as his children on that account, 
ad that he never baptized on any ſuch conpfidera- 
tions. Think nat to ſay within yourſelves, we 
have Abraham to our father; for I ſay unto you, 
chat God is able of theſe ſtones' to raiſe. up 
„children unto Abraham 

I ue practice of the moderns“ will admit of the 

ſame cenſure; who bring their children to baptiſm 


| 
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This is ſpoken of the independents: but how con- 
trary to ſcripture is the practice of the church of Eng: 
i Jard-men!- They, ſprinkle their infants by promiſe of 
W its ſpontors, or which they profanely. call, Godfathers, 
5 and that, without the leaſt examination of their cha- 
racters. Open drunkards and ſwearers, and men with 
dodut conſcience. may fiand up as ſureties, and declare or 
Promille inſtead of the infanc, “ That he will renounce 
_ © the devil and all his works, and conſtantly believe 
God's holy word, and obediently keep his command. 
% ments ;** while it is well known, they neither beliey 
SGaucd's word, nor keep his cemmandments, but rathe 
break them as faſt as they can. And fo far from thele 
 _ . Godfathers teaching their Godſons to read the word of 
Oo, they will ſooner teach them to ſwear and lie, and 
read fables. After the prieſt has gone as contrary te 
mme word of God as he well can do, in ſprinkling and 
Croſſing the child with water, which he calls baptiſm, 
then the child is ſaid to be REGENZSRATED, and 
4 prafted into the body of Chriſt's church.“ This cans 
not well be called a ſecret way to hell, but rather the 
broad way to it, And I muſt honeſtly declare, that! 
firmly believe, both prieſts and people, if they continu 
in ſuch abominable cuſtoms and wickedneſs, mult for 
C77... eo 
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on account of the faith of theit parents. Abraham 
jad faith too, as well as they, but it ſerms his" 4 
faith would not do for his children. 

Again; we find Philip fulfilling hs doe 
ja the city 'of Samaria, in preaching” the chings 
oncerning the kingdom of God, and in the name 
of Chriſt, and when they believed Philip, they 
yere baptized bath men and women. Here is nothing 
[3d about infants. It is true, we are not certain 
whether theſe men and women had any to be bap- 
ized, no more than you are of there being infants 
n the Jailor's houfehald : but this we may be ſure 
f, that if there had been any iufants baptized, they 
ould have been mentioned with their parents; for 
1a we imagine, that if infants were diſciples in the 
poſtles“ views, that they would not mention: them 
their ba tim as well as adults! As to the Jailor's 
uſchold; we are aſfured from the ſacred hiſtory 
elf, that all chat were baptized, were ſuch as re. 
ed in God; this, infants cannot do. But Iwould 


1 * an 
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hg matters to you on this ſubject; for any one 
iy know, if they chuſe to look into feripture, 
nce Wat there are ſeveral houſeholds made up of adults 
eth. 1 ſhall cite but two places, which may ſuf- 
5d. . „ If they have called the maſter of the houſe 
e beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them 
eo his houſeholds. This is ſpoken of the,apoſ- 
: MF and. belie vers, but not of infants. And = 
zwa nan's foes ſhall-be they of his houſchold: which 25 
cannot be thought of. infants” N . | 
audi e ſhall now attend to the other particular con- a 
ilm ed in the commiſſion, which is the action of 
and Wii, I mean the mode of it, to ſpeak in your! 
canis style; otherwiſe, I thiok it as abſurd to en- 
* thefiite into. what the mode of baptiſm is, as to a 
hat Ma # dipping i is. "Bur 0 telt 51250 F truth, the 
Oo e word 


ve, there is no occaſion to talk about ſuch trif- $2 
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word baptize®, is no Engliſh term, nor derived 
From any, as far as I know of the matter; and c 
bpeerefore conveys no preciſe idea to the merely Ml 0 
| FEagliſh reader of the New Teſtament. However, n 
Ee People who are fond of the ſound through-cuſtom, W 6 
muſt have ſome notion affixed to it; and in general, 
| they are almoſt born with ane, and brought up in 
with it from their infancy, though it be quite op-. 
poſite to the apoſtolic ſenſe and practice of it. 
Some have it to ſprinkle, others, to pour and to 
wean; and it may be to circumciſe, for any thing W © 
they ſeem to know from the apoſtles manner of 
enforcing and practiſing. this ſolemn ordiaance, “ 
And in this ignorance are jafants nurſed up, under 
the perſuaſion that they are made members of 
_ Chriſt, by what is in truth, no more than a mock 
baptiſm: and therefore the truth is, they never 
were baptized at all, much leſs made chriſtians or 


iaitiated into a church of Chriſt, If baptiſm be. 


lt is a greek word turned into,Engliſh characters 
or thus: baptize, for the greek baptizo.  ** It mear 
e to dip, immerſe, or plunge into water.” —See Park 
 Hurſt's Greek and Engliſh Lexicon, page 90. * Th 
native and proper ſignification of it (ſays Leigh) is! 
dip into water, or plunge under Water. It is tak 
_ from the dyer's vat, and is a dying, or giving a frel 
_ colour, and not a bare waſhing only: whenee-com 
baptiſm.” Critica ſacra, nuder baptizo, and baprom 

| We know, that both theſe Criticks were of a differ 
opinion in their own views of baptiſm: -wliich ſhew 
how far prejudice againſt the truth, will operate, eye 
to lead them to contradict; the plain and native (en 
of words, contrary to their on knowledge of them 
lexicographers, and interpreters of words, The f. H 
mer of theſe, under. Baptizo, gives this derivatie 
that is, from bapto to dip. But he ſays, immediate 
aſter, that it occurs not ſtrictly in this ſenſe in! 
1 New Teſtament, unleſs ſo far as this is included 
* ſeale iii, that is, (ſays he) to baptize, to imme 


——U— 2 


not adininiftered in the very ſame way which Jeſus 


commanded that it ſhould” be, it muſt be ſome 


other ceremony of man, and not the ching com- 


manded, and therefore cannot be baptiſm, in the 


6ght of the firſt inſtitutor nr.. 


' WY « doth hinder me to be baptized ? and Philip ſaid, 
« ;f thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. 
« And he anſwered and ſaid, I believe that Jeſus 


«he baptized him. And when they were come up 


; — 
. _ a 


ow — 


«or waſh with water in token of purification from fin, 


I What-is to be made of ſuch villainous contradictions ? 
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The ſacred writer of the acts of the apoſtles, 

MW informs us, that © Philip and the eunuch, went 

« on their way, till they came to a certain water: 
«and the eunuch ſaid, fee, here is water; what 


« Chriſt is the Son of God. And he commaiided 
« the chariot to ſtand ſtill: and they went dun 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and 


« out of the water, the ſpirit of the Lord caught 


«and from ſpiritual pollution.“ And then he adds, for 

a fourth ſenſe, “ To baptize by ſprinkling.” But that 
it does occur in the New: Teſtament, ſtridtly and only 
in the ſenſe of dipping, even when the ordinance of 
baptiſm is not intended, will appear from a certain paſ- 
lage, where Dives deſires Abraham to ſend Lazarus, 
(bing bapſe) that he may dip. the tip of his finger 1 
water —Luke xvi 24. Now. how would it appear, 
ſuppoſe we ſhould ſay, ſend Lazarus to ſprinkle or pour 

bis finger into water, &c. this appears to any one, en- 
Urely fooliſh, , The latter, after having told us, that 
the native and proper ſignification of the word is, to 
DIP or to PLUNGE under water, ſays again, * Chriſt 
no where, requireth - dipping, but only baptizing.“ 


However, it may be juſtly obſerved here, that if the 
word ba ptizo had been luffered to be rightly tranſlated, 
ve, in our Engliſh New Teſtament, would have found 
Uriſt" no” where requiring baptizing, but always DIP- 
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d away, Philip, that the eunuch ſaw him no more 

We have another noteable account of the apoſtolie * 
. manner of baptizing. John baptized in Enoy, 
near to Salem, (the reaſon is given) becauſe there 
«© was much water theres.“ He baptized in Jordan n 

8 alſo. and we know it was for the ſame reaſon. 
lAbere are two thiags to be noted in theſe paſ. 
. ages, which prove the form of baptiſm. The firf 
is, the places choſen for that purpoſe, — abounding 
with much water. The ſecond. is, the action of 
going down into the water, and coming up out of 
it. Now if it had been by aſperſion or perfuſion, 
they had no occaſion to go to Knon and Jordan, 
for water; there being a ſufficient quantity in any 
common houſe for that purpoſe. Nor would it 
bayve been a juſt reaſon in the evangeliſt, for telling 
us, that theſe places were choſen for the purpoſe 
of baptizing. But ſome, in order to avoid the force 
of theſe reaſon and plain facts, tell us they went 
up to the midtteg in thoſe hot countries, and 
water was poured upon them; although they, 
themſelves do not follow the example, but in theſe 
cold climates, think it ſufficient to ſprinkle in the 
houſe, So they trifle with the word of God, ſup- 
 _ , poſing that the Holy Ghofi accomodated his divine 
appointment, partly for the cooling of their legs, 
and regaling themſelves in à hot day, and part! 
to ſhew their obedience,” &c. What other reaſon 
Have they for ſaying they went up to the mid-leg, 
rather than ſtand at'the ſhore ſide to have wate 
|  JIprinkled or poured, upon, them? Do they ſay 
 Nanding up to the mid leg, was emblematical . of 
ſomething ſpiritual ? let them ſhew us what? The 
cannot well depy the whole fact; that John, when 
be baptized our Lord; and Philip, when 
baptized the eunuch, both went down inte t! 
8 * 5 £ FE Fg. VV 
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than grant that they were dipped or immerſed, they 


z1hove human invention. 


the two former, which proves the mode of bap- 
tiſm; and that is, when Paul is writing to the 
church at Rome, taking a ſpiritual view of bap- 


um, he compares it to a burial, © Know you not, 


(chat fo many of us as were baptized into Jeſus 

Wl © Chriſt, were baptized into his death ? Therefore: 

Wl we are BURIED with bim by baptiſm into 
"Ml ff death F” The ſame apoſtle to the church at 
i Colofſe, ſays, they were Buzitd with him 
"© (Chriſt) in baptiſm, wherein alſo you are riſen 

of © with him through the faith of the operation of 
"© God, who hath raiſed him from the dead g? 
1— — — 

7 „We do not pretend to prove the mode of baptiſm, 


gown into the water; althovgh it amounts to a prelump- 


do occaſion to go 1NTO the water, to have water. 


both Philip and the ennuch; (kei cbaptiſen auton) that 


ell and he dipped him“ The other two particulars 
boree with this tranſlition, namely, they went on their 


ay {if they came to a CERTAIN water.—— And they 


i 


Put in caſe, ſprinleling or pouring, were the modes of 
lat is requſred to aſper le or perfuſe a perſon, cannot 


Mncceffury, for theſe actions. 


VVV 


ON BAPTISM, 8; 
water, and came up cut if the water ®; but rather 
would amuſe the ignorant and unwary, with the 


There is another irrefragable argument beides 


tom the circumſtance of Philip and the eunuch going 
live provf of it: for, as we have ſai d before, they had 
poured or ſprinkled upon then. But the ground of aur 


ronment, is taken from the expreſs words of ſcripture, 
which are, © Aud they went both down into the water, 


vent down both (Els to budbr, i e) INTO the water. 


vptiſm, their riding on till they came to a CERTAIN 
«ter, would be rendered quite uſeleſs ; for the quantity 


Re properly termed, a CERTAIN water; nor, the 
rumſtance of heir going down INTO che water, at 


Jon — 


of the Father; even they alſo, who are his body, 


to put overhead in water, or as it were, to bury the 


PR. 4 LETTER 


Tou fee then, how all the ancient chriſtians 
were baprized, and what their baptiſm pointed out; 
namely, The death, burial, and reſurrection of 
Chriſt; and their death, burial; and reſurrection 
virtually through union to him their head: chat 
as he was raiſed up by the power, and in the glory 


ſhould be raifed in due time, being made perfect 
in loul and body, and prepared for the enjoyment 
of the preſence of the Lamb, and the ſeven ſpirits 
which are before the throne of God, 
_ Laftly; you fce alſo, that the word baptize, 
contained in the commiſſion, is to dip or immerſe?, 


perſon in it: fo that they were as truly dipped all 


rs over in water, as they were buried into the dcath 
of Chriſt in a juſtified way and ſpiritual ſenſe. 


And the prepoſition into, which is uſed in theſe 
.  Paſlages, is to ſhew the relation between the verb 
_ baptize, and the nouns Chriſt and death, &c. de- 


fneing preciſely the nature of the action, con- 
| nected with its ſubject: and object (i. e.) man, 
|  _ baptized or dipped into water; tor we cannot ay, 


Way was to baptize by IMMERSION or DIPPING 14 
perſon, whether it were an infant or grown man 
woman, zato the water. This is ſo plain and clc ar 

an infinite number of paſſages, that as one cannot by 


. maintain the negative of it; ſo alſo we gught to diſow! 


ſprinkle or pour a man into the water, becauſe, 
the ſubject of this action, cannot bear ſuch z 
_ diviſion of parts, as to be poured forth or 


| Copkite 


nis is granted by ane of the greateſt writers 4 
the pedoboptiſts, He ſays, “ Their general and ordinary 


pity the weak dndeavours of ſuch pedobaptiſts as vor 


and ſhew a diſlike of the prophane ſcuffs which (or 
people give to the Engliſh antipedobaptiſts, merely ft 
- their le of dipping.” See Mr. Wall's hiſtory of inf 
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Conſider theſe things, and may the Lord give 


of your comfort and edification, 


a i From your ſincere Friend, and 


ther ſatisfaction on this ſubject, I am ready to do 
it at all times, and in the beſt way I can: but I 


1 ordinance, under the notion of its being a matter 


who are we, to withſtand God? © The Phariſees 


Luke vii. 30. 
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p. x, I. 9, for ocult, read occult, In the Buok, p. 10, 
known. p. 15, l. 26, for at, read and, 


5. 57, Lg, after be, read judged, 
read loſs, | 


p 67, I. 34, dele the s in hangings. 
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vou an underſtanding in all things neceſſary for 


humble fervent in Chrift, c- 
P.S. If it be in my power to give you any fur- 


would have you to underſtand, that I cannot look. 
upon thoſe as believers, who are ſcoffing at this 


of no conſequence, The apoſtles never received 
any into church fellowſhip, bur ſuch as believed 
the report of the goſpel, and were baptized : and 


„and Lawyers rejected the counſel of God againſt 
* themſelves, being not baptized of John,”=-Sce 


In the Addreſs, p. v. I. 1, 6, 23, for loſe; read loſt. 


4.20 ly p. 44, J 7 
comma after obvious. p 48 J. 4, for ipeak*'s, read tf | 


p 65, 1.7, for loſe, | | x 


. 19, for antibedobaptil!s, read anipedobaptiſts. 1 19 
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